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Acts Chapter 1  
The promise of the Holy Spirit 

1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and 
teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the 
Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them 
after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking 
about the kingdom of God. 
4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait 
for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

The Ascension 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the 
Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said these things, as they 
were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while 
they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white 
robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, 
who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 
into heaven.” 

Matthias chosen to replace Judas 

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, 
a Sabbath day's journey away. 13 And when they had entered, they went up to the upper 
room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and 
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot 
and Judas the son of James. 14 All these with one accord were devoting themselves to 
prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.  
15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all 
about 120) and said, 16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit 
spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those 
who arrested Jesus. 17 For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this 
ministry.” 18 (Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness, and 
falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19 And it 
became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own 
language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20 “For it is written in the Book of Psalms, 
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“‘May his camp become desolate, 
    and let there be no one to dwell in it’; 

and 
“‘Let another take his office.’ 

21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord 
Jesus went in and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day 
when he was taken up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his 
resurrection.” 23 And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also 
called Justus, and Matthias. 24 And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the 
hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen 25 to take the place in this 
ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26 And 
they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven 
apostles. 
 

Cross References 
Acts 9 v 31: So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was 
being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it 
multiplied. 

Acts 16 v 10 to 12: And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into 
Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. 11 So, setting sail 
from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, and the following day to Neapolis, 12 and 
from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. 
We remained in this city some days. 

2 Timothy 4 v 11: Luke alone is with me…  

Philemon 1 v 23, 24: 23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends greetings to 
you, 24 and so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my fellow workers. 

Colossians 4 v 14: Luke the beloved physician greets you, as does Demas.  

Luke 1 v 3:  it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to 
write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 

1 Corinthians 15 v 6: Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of 
whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep.  

Romans 11 v 25, 26a: Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of 
this mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles 
has come in. 26 And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written… 

Zechariah 14 v 4, 5: On that day his feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives that lies before 
Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives shall be split in two from east to west by a very 
wide valley, so that one half of the Mount shall move northward, and the other half 
southward. 5 And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains 
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shall reach to Azal. And you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king 
of Judah. Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him.  

Luke 22 v 20: And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for 
you is the new covenant in my blood. 

Jeremiah 23 v 1 to 8: “Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!” 
declares the LORD. 2 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds 
who care for my people: “You have scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you have 
not attended to them. Behold, I will attend to you for your evil deeds, declares the LORD. 3 Then I 
will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have driven them, and I will 
bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4 I will set shepherds over 
them who will care for them, and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall any be 
missing, declares the LORD. 

5 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David a 
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And 
this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’ 

7 “Therefore, behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when they shall no longer say, ‘As 
the LORD lives who brought up the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt,’ 8 but ‘As 
the LORD lives who brought up and led the offspring of the house of Israel out of the north 
country and out of all the countries where he had driven them.’ Then they shall dwell in their own 
land.” 

Ezekiel 36 v 22 to 30: 22 “Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not 
for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which 
you have profaned among the nations to which you came. 23 And I will vindicate the holiness of 
my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among 
them. And the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I 
vindicate my holiness before their eyes. 24 I will take you from the nations and gather you from all 
the countries and bring you into your own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you 
shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 And I will 
give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone 
from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause 
you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.[a] 28 You shall dwell in the land that I 
gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 29 And I will deliver you 
from all your uncleannesses. And I will summon the grain and make it abundant and lay no 
famine upon you. 30 I will make the fruit of the tree and the increase of the field abundant, that 
you may never again suffer the disgrace of famine among the nations. 

Ezekiel 37 v 21 to 28: 21 then say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will take the 
people of Israel from the nations among which they have gone, and will gather them from all 
around, and bring them to their own land. 22 And I will make them one nation in the land, on the 
mountains of Israel. And one king shall be king over them all, and they shall be no longer two 
nations, and no longer divided into two kingdoms. 23 They shall not defile themselves 
anymore with their idols and their detestable things, or with any of their transgressions. But I will 
save them from all the backslidings in which they have sinned, and will cleanse them; and they 
shall be my people, and I will be their God. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+36&version=ESV#fen-ESV-21387a
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24 “My servant David shall be king over them, and they shall all have one shepherd. They shall 
walk in my rules and be careful to obey my statutes. 25 They shall dwell in the land that I gave to 
my servant Jacob, where your fathers lived. They and their children and their children's children 
shall dwell there forever, and David my servant shall be their prince forever. 26 I will make a 
covenant of peace with them. It shall be an everlasting covenant with them. And I will set them in 
their land and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in their midst forevermore. 27 My dwelling 
place shall be with them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 28 Then the nations 
will know that I am the LORD who sanctifies Israel, when my sanctuary is in their midst 
forevermore.” 

Luke 24 v 50, 51: And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed 
them. 51 While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 

Zechariah 11 v 12, 13: Then I said to them, “If it seems good to you, give me my wages; but if 
not, keep them.” And they weighed out as my wages thirty pieces of silver. 13 Then the LORD said 
to me, “Throw it to the potter”—the lordly price at which I was priced by them. So I took 
the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the LORD, to the potter. 

Romans 11 v 13: Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the 
Gentiles, I magnify my ministry… 

1 Corinthians 15 v 7 to 9: Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as 
to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be 
called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 

Revelation 21 v 14: And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the 
twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
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