Acts7v17to8v1

Stephen's speech (continued)

17<But as the time of the promise drew near, which God had granted to Abraham, the
people increased and multiplied in Egypt '® until there arose over Egypt another king who
did not know Joseph. '° He dealt shrewdly with our race and forced our fathers to expose
their infants, so that they would not be kept alive. 2° At this time Moses was born; and he
was beautiful in God's sight. And he was brought up for three months in his father's
house, 2! and when he was exposed, Pharaoh's daughter adopted him and brought him up
as her own son. > And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and he
was mighty in his words and deeds.

23 «When he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brothers, the children of
Israel. 2* And seeing one of them being wronged, he defended the oppressed man and
avenged him by striking down the Egyptian. > He supposed that his brothers would
understand that God was giving them salvation by his hand, but they did not

understand. 2 And on the following day he appeared to them as they were quarrelling and
tried to reconcile them, saying, ‘Men, you are brothers. Why do you wrong each

other?” 2’ But the man who was wronging his neighbour thrust him aside, saying, ‘Who
made you a ruler and a judge over us? 2® Do you want to kill me as you killed the
Egyptian yesterday?’ 2° At this retort Moses fled and became an exile in the land of
Midian, where he became the father of two sons.

30«Now when forty years had passed, an angel appeared to him in the wilderness of
Mount Sinai, in a flame of fire in a bush. 3! When Moses saw it, he was amazed at the
sight, and as he drew near to look, there came the voice of the Lord: *? ‘I am the God of
your fathers, the God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob.” And Moses trembled and
did not dare to look. ** Then the Lord said to him, ‘Take off the sandals from your feet,
for the place where you are standing is holy ground. **I have surely seen the affliction of
my people who are in Egypt, and have heard their groaning, and I have come down to
deliver them. And now come, I will send you to Egypt.’

33 “This Moses, whom they rejected, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’—this
man God sent as both ruler and redeemer by the hand of the angel who appeared to him
in the bush. *° This man led them out, performing wonders and signs in Egypt and at the
Red Sea and in the wilderness for forty years. 3’ This is the Moses who said to the
Israelites, ‘God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers.” 3® This is the
one who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the angel who spoke to him at
Mount Sinai, and with our fathers. He received living oracles to give to us. ** Our fathers
refused to obey him, but thrust him aside, and in their hearts they turned to

Egypt, ** saying to Aaron, ‘Make for us gods who will go before us. As for this Moses
who led us out from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of

him.” *! And they made a calf in those days, and offered a sacrifice to the idol and were
rejoicing in the works of their hands. ** But God turned away and gave them over to
worship the host of heaven, as it is written in the book of the prophets:
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“‘Did you bring to me slain beasts and sacrifices,

during the forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel?
3 You took up the tent of Moloch

and the star of your god Rephan,

the images that you made to worship;
and I will send you into exile beyond Babylon.’

4 «Qur fathers had the tent of witness in the wilderness, just as he who spoke to

Moses directed him to make it, according to the pattern that he had seen. ** Our fathers in
turn brought it in with Joshua when they dispossessed the nations that God drove out
before our fathers. So it was until the days of David, *¢ who found favour in the sight of
God and asked to find a dwelling place for the God of Jacob.[ 47 But it was Solomon
who built a house for him. ** Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made by hands,
as the prophet says,

4 «“Heaven is my throne,
and the earth is my footstool.

What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord,
or what is the place of my rest?

9Did not my hand make all these things?’

Sty ou stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy
Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. *> Which of the prophets did your fathers not
persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous
One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, > you who received the law as
delivered by angels and did not keep it.”

The stoning of Stephen

>4 Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at
him. >° But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. *® And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens
opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” >’ But they cried out with
a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. *® Then they cast him out
of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a
young man named Saul. > And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord

Jesus, receive my spirit.” ®©© And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord,
do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

8 And Saul approved of his execution.
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Cross References

Exodus 4 v 10: But Moses said to the LORD, “Oh, my Lord, I am not eloquent, either in the past
or since you have spoken to your servant, but I am slow of speech and of tongue.”

Exodus 3 v 2: And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a
bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed.

Deuteronomy 18 v 15: “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among
you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen—

Amos 5 v 25 to 27: » “Did you bring to me sacrifices and offerings during the forty years in the
wilderness, O house of Israel? ¢ You shall take up Sikkuth your king, and Kiyyun your star-
god—your images that you made for yourselves, >’ and I will send you into exile beyond
Damascus,” says the LORD, whose name is the God of hosts.

Exodus 32 v 9: And the LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-
necked people.

Jeremiah 9 v 26: Egypt, Judah, Edom, the sons of Ammon, Moab, and all who dwell in the
desert who cut the corners of their hair, for all these nations are uncircumcised, and all the house
of Israel are uncircumcised in heart.

Philippians 3 v 5, 6: 3 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ¢ as to zeal, a persecutor of the
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

Matthew 26 v 64: Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see
the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

Colossians 3 v 1: If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.

Matthew 10 v 32: So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge
before my Father who is in heaven...

Hebrews 7 v 25: Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost[b] those who draw near to
God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.

Romans 8 v 34: Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was
raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.[j]

Acts 26 v 10: “And I did so in Jerusalem. I not only locked up many of the saints in prison after
receiving authority from the chief priests, but when they were put to death I cast my vote against
them.”
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