Acts 8

8 And Saul approved of his execution.

And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they
were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the

apostles. 2 Devout men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. > But Saul
was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off men and women
and committed them to prison.

Philip Proclaims Christ in Samaria

*Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word. > Philip went down to the
city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ. ® And the crowds with one accord paid
attention to what was being said by Philip, when they heard him and saw the signs that he
did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came out of many who had them,
and many who were paralysed or lame were healed. ® So there was much joy in that city.

Simon the Magician Believes

? But there was a man named Simon, who had previously practiced magic in the city and
amazed the people of Samaria, saying that he himself was somebody great. !° They all
paid attention to him, from the least to the greatest, saying, “This man is the power of
God that is called Great.” !! And they paid attention to him because for a long time he
had amazed them with his magic. !> But when they believed Philip as he preached good
news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both
men and women. '3 Even Simon himself believed, and after being baptized he continued
with Philip. And seeing signs and great miracles performed, he was amazed.

¥ Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God,
they sent to them Peter and John, !> who came down and prayed for them that they might
receive the Holy Spirit, '® for he had not yet fallen on any of them, but they had only been
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. !” Then they laid their hands on them and they
received the Holy Spirit. '® Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the
laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money, '? saying, “Give me this power
also, so that anyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 2° But Peter
said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the
gift of God with money! ! You have neither part nor lot in this matter, for your heart is
not right before God. 22 Repent, therefore, of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the
Lord that, if possible, the intent of your heart may be forgiven you. 2 For I see that you
are in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity.” * And Simon answered, “Pray for
me to the Lord, that nothing of what you have said may come upon me.”
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25 Now when they had testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they returned to
Jerusalem, preaching the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans.

Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. >’ And he rose and went. And
there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the

Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to

worship 2 and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet
Isaiah. 2° And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” ** So Philip ran to
him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you
are reading?” *! And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?”” And he invited
Philip to come up and sit with him. > Now the passage of the Scripture that he was
reading was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he opens not his mouth.

33 In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?

For his life is taken away from the earth.”

34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this,
about himself or about someone else?” 3* Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning
with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. *® And as they were going
along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What
prevents me from being baptized?” *® And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they
both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. ** And when
they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch
saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. *° But Philip found himself at Azotus,
and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to
Caesarea.

Cross References

Acts 22 v 3 to 5: “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated at
the feet of Gamaliel according to the strict manner of the law of our fathers, being zealous for
God as all of you are this day. *I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering to
prison both men and women, ° as the high priest and the whole council of elders can bear me
witness. From them I received letters to the brothers, and I journeyed toward Damascus to take
those also who were there and bring them in bonds to Jerusalem to be punished...”

Acts 26 v 9 to 11: “I myself was convinced that I ought to do many things in opposing the name
of Jesus of Nazareth. ' And I did so in Jerusalem. I not only locked up many of the saints in
prison after receiving authority from the chief priests, but when they were put to death I cast my
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vote against them. !! And I punished them often in all the synagogues and tried to make
them blaspheme, and in raging fury against them I persecuted them even to foreign cities...”

Philippians 3 v 5 to 8: ...circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ° as to zeal, a persecutor of the
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. ” But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss
for the sake of Christ. ® Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth

of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count
them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ...

Acts 6 v 5: And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full
of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and
Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch.

John 4 v 9: The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from
me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)

Isaiah 53 v 6 to 8:

All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned—every one—to his own way;
and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
"He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he opened not his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he opened not his mouth.
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away;
and as for his generation, who considered
that he was cut off out of the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression of my people?

John 6 v 16 to 21: ' When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, !’ got into a boat,
and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to

them. '8 The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. ' When they had rowed about
three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were
frightened. 2° But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 2! Then they were glad to take him
into the boat, and immediately the boat was at the land to which they were going.

1 Thessalonians 4 v 15 to 18: For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord,"! that we
who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen
asleep. '® For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice
of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise

first. '” Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. '® Therefore encourage one
another with these words.

Acts 21 v 8: On the next day we departed and came to Caesarea, and we entered the house
of Philip the evangelist, who was one of the seven, and stayed with him.
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