Acts7v54to8v3,9v1to3l

The stoning of Stephen

>*Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at
him. > But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. *°® And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens
opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” *” But they cried out with
a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. ° Then they cast him out
of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a
young man named Saul. > And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord

Jesus, receive my spirit.” ® And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord,
do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

8 And Saul approved of his execution.

And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they
were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the

apostles. 2 Devout men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. > But Saul
was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off men and women
and committed them to prison.

The conversion of Saul

9 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went

to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he
found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to
Jerusalem. > Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light
from heaven shone around him. # And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to
him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” > And he said, “Who are you, Lord?”
And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. ® But rise and enter the city, and you
will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men who were traveling with him stood
speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. ® Saul rose from the ground, and although
his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him into
Damascus. ° And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.

10Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a
vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” '' And the Lord said to him, “Rise
and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus
named Saul, for behold, he is praying, '? and he has seen in a vision a man named
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” !> But
Ananias answered, “Lord, [ have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has
done to your saints at Jerusalem. '* And here he has authority from the chief priests to
bind all who call on your name.” '° But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen
instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of



Israel. '¢ For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my

name.” !7 So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he
said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came
has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” '* And
immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he
rose and was baptized; '° and taking food, he was strengthened.

Saul proclaims Jesus in synagogues

For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. >° And immediately he proclaimed
Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 2! And all who heard him were
amazed and said, “Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called
upon this name? And has he not come here for this purpose, to bring them bound before
the chief priests?” 22 But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews
who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ.

Saul escapes from Damascus

23 When many days had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, 2* but their plot became
known to Saul. They were watching the gates day and night in order to kill him, % but his
disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening in the wall, lowering
him in a basket.

Saul in Jerusalem

26 And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples. And they were
all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple. 2’ But Barnabas took him
and brought him to the apostles and declared to them how on the road he had seen the
Lord, who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of
Jesus. 28 So he went in and out among them at Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name of
the Lord. ° And he spoke and disputed against the Hellenists. But they were seeking to
kill him. 3® And when the brothers learned this, they brought him down to Caesarea and
sent him off to Tarsus.

31'So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being
built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it
multiplied.

The healing of Aeneas

32Now as Peter went here and there among them all, he came down also to the saints who
lived at Lydda. ** There he found a man named Aeneas, bedridden for eight years, who
was paralyzed. ** And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; rise and make
your bed.” And immediately he rose. >3 And all the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw
him, and they turned to the Lord.

Dorcas restored to Life

3 Now there was in Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which, translated, means Dorcas.
She was full of good works and acts of charity. * In those days she became ill and died,



and when they had washed her, they laid her in an upper room. *® Since Lydda was near
Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, sent two men to him, urging

him, “Please come to us without delay.” ** So Peter rose and went with them. And when
he arrived, they took him to the upper room. All the widows stood beside him weeping
and showing tunics and other garments that Dorcas made while she was with them. *’ But
Peter put them all outside, and knelt down and prayed; and turning to the body he said,
“Tabitha, arise.” And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. *! And he
gave her his hand and raised her up. Then, calling the saints and widows, he presented her
alive. *> And it became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the

Lord. ** And he stayed in Joppa for many days with one Simon, a tanner.

Cross References

Acts 22 v 6 to 16: *“As I was on my way and drew near to Damascus, about noon a great light
from heaven suddenly shone around me. ” And I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to
me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?’ ® And I answered, ‘Who are you, Lord?” And he
said to me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting.” * Now those who were with me
saw the light but did not understand the voice of the one who was speaking to me. '* And I

said, “What shall I do, Lord?’ And the Lord said to me, ‘Rise, and go into Damascus, and there
you will be told all that is appointed for you to do.” !' And since I could not see because of the
brightness of that light, I was led by the hand by those who were with me, and came into
Damascus.

12“And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, well spoken of by all the Jews who lived
there, !* came to me, and standing by me said to me, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight.” And at
that very hour I received my sight and saw him. '* And he said, ‘The God of our fathers appointed
you to know his will, to see the Righteous One and to hear a voice from his mouth; '° for you will
be a witness for him to everyone of what you have seen and heard. '® And now why do you

wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on his name.””

Acts 26 v 12 to 18: '?“In this connection I journeyed to Damascus with the authority and
commission of the chief priests. '* At midday, O king, I saw on the way a light from heaven,
brighter than the sun, that shone around me and those who journeyed with me. '* And when we
had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul,
why are you persecuting me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.” '3 And I said, ‘Who are
you, Lord?” And the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. '° But rise and stand upon
your feet, for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as a servant and witness to
the things in which you have seen me and to those in which I will appear to you, 7 delivering you
from your people and from the Gentiles—to whom I am sending you '® to open their eyes, so that
they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may

receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.””

1 Timothy 1 v 13 to 16: * though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent
opponent. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, '* and the grace of our
Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. !° The saying

is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners, of whom I am the foremost. ' But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the
foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to
believe in him for eternal life.



Philippians 3 v 5 to 8: ° circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ¢ as to zeal, a persecutor of the
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. ” But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss
for the sake of Christ. ® Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth

of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count
them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ...

John 14 v 6: Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.

2 Corinthians 11 v 23 to 28: Are they servants of Christ? I am a better one—I am talking like a
madman—with far greater labours, far more imprisonments, with countless beatings, and often
near death. 2* Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. ?° Three
times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a
day I was adrift at sea; 2° on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger
from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at
sea, danger from false brothers; %’ in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger
and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. ® And, apart from other things, there is the
daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches.

Mark 13 v 13: And you will be hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to the
end will be saved.

1 Timothy 1 v 13 to 16: though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent.
But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, '* and the grace of our Lord
overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. '* The saying is trustworthy and
deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am
the foremost. ' But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ
might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal
life.

Philippians 3 v 10: that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his
sufferings, becoming like him in his death...

1 Corinthians 9 v 1: Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are
not you my workmanship in the Lord?

1 Corinthians 15 v 8: Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.

Galatians 1 v 13 to 18: For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the
church of God violently and tried to destroy it. '* And I was advancing in Judaism beyond many
of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my

fathers. '° But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his

grace, '°was pleased to reveal his Son tome, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles,
I did not immediately consult with anyone; ' nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were
apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus. '® Then after
three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained with him fifteen days.

2 Corinthians 11 v 32, 33: At Damascus, the governor under King Aretas was guarding the city
of Damascus in order to seize me, ** but I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall
and escaped his hands.



Acts 11 v 25, 26: So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, ?° and when he had found him, he
brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and taught a great many
people. And in Antioch the disciples were first called Christians.

Acts 1 v 8: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

Mark 2 v 10 to 12: But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive
sins”—he said to the paralytic— ! “I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home.” ' And he
rose and immediately picked up his bed and went out before them all, so that they were all
amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!”

Mark 5 v 38 to 43: *® They came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and Jesus saw a
commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. 3> And when he had entered, he said to

them, “Why are you making a commotion and weeping? The child is not dead

but sleeping.” ** And they laughed at him. But he put them all outside and took the child's father
and mother and those who were with him and went in where the child was. *! Taking her by the
hand he said to her, “Talitha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.” > And
immediately the girl got up and began walking (for she was twelve years of age), and they were
immediately overcome with amazement. ** And he strictly charged them that no one should know
this, and told them to give her something to eat.
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