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Isaiah 38 

Hezekiah’s sickness and recovery 

In those days Hezekiah became sick and was at the point of death. And Isaiah the prophet the son 
of Amoz came to him, and said to him, “Thus says the LORD: Set your house in order, for you 
shall die, you shall not recover.”  2 Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the 
LORD, 3 and said, “Please, O LORD, remember how I have walked before you in faithfulness and 
with a whole heart, and have done what is good in your sight.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly. 

4 Then the word of the LORD came to Isaiah: 5 “Go and say to Hezekiah, Thus says the LORD, the 
God of David your father: I have heard your prayer; I have seen your tears. Behold, I will add 
fifteen years to your life. 6 I will deliver you and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria, 
and will defend this city. 

7 “This shall be the sign to you from the LORD, that the LORD will do this thing that he has 
promised: 8 Behold, I will make the shadow cast by the declining sun on the dial of Ahaz turn 
back ten steps.” So the sun turned back on the dial the ten steps by which it had declined. 

9 A writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, after he had been sick and had recovered from his 
sickness: 

10 I said, In the middle of my days 
    I must depart; 
I am consigned to the gates of Sheol 
    for the rest of my years. 
11 I said, I shall not see the LORD, 
    the LORD in the land of the living; 
I shall look on man no more 
    among the inhabitants of the world. 
12 My dwelling is plucked up and removed from me 
    like a shepherd's tent; 
like a weaver I have rolled up my life; 
    he cuts me off from the loom; 
from day to night you bring me to an end; 
13     I calmed myself until morning; 
like a lion he breaks all my bones; 
    from day to night you bring me to an end. 

14 Like a swallow or a crane I chirp; 
    I moan like a dove. 
My eyes are weary with looking upward. 
    O Lord, I am oppressed; be my pledge of safety! 
15 What shall I say? For he has spoken to me, 
    and he himself has done it. 
I walk slowly all my years 
    because of the bitterness of my soul. 

16 O Lord, by these things men live, 
    and in all these is the life of my spirit. 
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    Oh restore me to health and make me live! 
17 Behold, it was for my welfare 
    that I had great bitterness; 
but in love you have delivered my life 
    from the pit of destruction, 
for you have cast all my sins 
    behind your back. 
18 For Sheol does not thank you; 
    death does not praise you; 
those who go down to the pit do not hope 
    for your faithfulness. 
19 The living, the living, he thanks you, 
    as I do this day; 
the father makes known to the children 
    your faithfulness. 

20 The LORD will save me, 
    and we will play my music on stringed instruments 
all the days of our lives, 
    at the house of the LORD. 

21 Now Isaiah had said, “Let them take a cake of figs and apply it to the boil, that he may 
recover.” 22 Hezekiah also had said, “What is the sign that I shall go up to the house of the 
LORD?” 

Isaiah 39 

Envoys from Babylon 

At that time Merodach-baladan the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent envoys with letters and 
a present to Hezekiah, for he heard that he had been sick and had recovered. 2 And Hezekiah 
welcomed them gladly. And he showed them his treasure house, the silver, the gold, the spices, 
the precious oil, his whole armoury, all that was found in his storehouses. There was nothing in 
his house or in all his realm that Hezekiah did not show them. 3 Then Isaiah the prophet came to 
King Hezekiah, and said to him, “What did these men say? And from where did they come to 
you?” Hezekiah said, “They have come to me from a far country, from Babylon.” 4 He said, 
“What have they seen in your house?” Hezekiah answered, “They have seen all that is in my 
house. There is nothing in my storehouses that I did not show them.” 

5 Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the word of the LORD of hosts: 6 Behold, the days are 
coming, when all that is in your house, and that which your fathers have stored up till this day, 
shall be carried to Babylon. Nothing shall be left, says the LORD. 7 And some of your own sons, 
who will come from you, whom you will father, shall be taken away, and they shall be eunuchs in 
the palace of the king of Babylon.” 8 Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “The word of the LORD that 
you have spoken is good.” For he thought, “There will be peace and security in my days.” 
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Cross References 
 
2 Kings 18 v 1 to 7: In the third year of Hoshea son of Elah, king of Israel, Hezekiah the son of Ahaz, king 
of Judah, began to reign. 2 He was twenty-five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned twenty-
nine years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Abi the daughter of Zechariah. 3 And he did what was right 
in the eyes of the LORD, according to all that David his father had done. 4 He removed the high places and 
broke the pillars and cut down the Asherah. And he broke in pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had 
made, for until those days the people of Israel had made offerings to it (it was called Nehushtan). 5 He 
trusted in the LORD, the God of Israel, so that there was none like him among all the kings of Judah after 
him, nor among those who were before him.  6 For he held fast to the LORD. He did not depart from 
following him, but kept the commandments that the LORD commanded Moses. 7 And the LORD was with 
him; wherever he went out, he prospered. He rebelled against the king of Assyria and would not serve him. 
 
James 5 v 16b: The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. 
 
Psalm 119 v 71:  
 
It is good for me that I was afflicted, 
    that I might learn your statutes. 
 
Psalm 119 v 75:  
 
I know, O LORD, that your rules are righteous, 
    and that in faithfulness you have afflicted me. 
 
Psalm 103 v 12:  
 
as far as the east is from the west, 
    so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
 
Psalm 13 v 6:  
 
I will sing to the LORD, 
    because he has dealt bountifully with me. 
 
2 Kings 20 v 8 to 11: 8 And Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “What shall be the sign that the LORD will heal me, 
and that I shall go up to the house of the LORD on the third day?” 9 And Isaiah said, “This shall be the sign 
to you from the LORD, that the LORD will do the thing that he has promised: shall the shadow go forward 
ten steps, or go back ten steps?” 10 And Hezekiah answered, “It is an easy thing for the shadow to lengthen 
ten steps. Rather let the shadow go back ten steps.” 11 And Isaiah the prophet called to the LORD, and he 
brought the shadow back ten steps, by which it had gone down on the steps of Ahaz. 
 
Joshua 10 v 13b: The sun stopped in the midst of heaven and did not hurry to set for about a whole day. 
 
Jeremiah 32 v 17: “Ah, Lord GOD! It is you who have made the heavens and the earth by your great power 
and by your outstretched arm! Nothing is too hard for you.” 
 
Habakkuk 3 v 11a: The sun and moon stood still in their place… 
 
Job 9 v 7a: who commands the sun, and it does not rise; 
 
Job 38 v 4:  
 
“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 
    Tell me, if you have understanding. 
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2 Timothy 1 v 10: and which now has been manifested through the appearing of our Saviour Christ Jesus, 
who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, 
 
Job 19 v 25 to 27: 
 
For I know that my Redeemer lives, 
    and at the last he will stand upon the earth. 
26 And after my skin has been thus destroyed, 
    yet in my flesh I shall see God, 
27 whom I shall see for myself, 
    and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 
 
Hebrews 2 v 14, 15: 14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of 
the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 
15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 
 
1 Corinthians 15 v 53 to 55: 53 For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body 
must put on immortality. 54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on 
immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
 
55 “O death, where is your victory? 
    O death, where is your sting?” 
 
2 Chronicles 32 v 25, 31: But Hezekiah did not make return according to the benefit done to him, for his 
heart was proud. Therefore wrath came upon him and Judah and Jerusalem… And so in the matter of the 
envoys of the princes of Babylon, who had been sent to him to inquire about the sign that had been done in 
the land, God left him to himself, in order to test him and to know all that was in his heart. 
 
2 Kings 24 v 10 to 13: 10 At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up to 
Jerusalem, and the city was besieged. 11 And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to the city while his 
servants were besieging it, 12 and Jehoiachin the king of Judah gave himself up to the king of Babylon, 
himself and his mother and his servants and his officials and his palace officials. The king of Babylon took 
him prisoner in the eighth year of his reign 13 and carried off all the treasures of the house of the LORD and 
the treasures of the king's house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of gold in the temple of the LORD, which 
Solomon king of Israel had made, as the LORD had foretold. 
 
2 Kings 25 v 11 to 17: 11 And the rest of the people who were left in the city and the deserters who had 
deserted to the king of Babylon, together with the rest of the multitude, Nebuzaradan the captain of the 
guard carried into exile. 12 But the captain of the guard left some of the poorest of the land to be 
vinedressers and ploughmen.  13 And the pillars of bronze that were in the house of the LORD, and the 
stands and the bronze sea that were in the house of the LORD, the Chaldeans broke in pieces and carried the 
bronze to Babylon. 14 And they took away the pots and the shovels and the snuffers and the dishes for 
incense and all the vessels of bronze used in the temple service, 15 the fire pans also and the bowls. What 
was of gold the captain of the guard took away as gold, and what was of silver, as silver. 16 As for the two 
pillars, the one sea, and the stands that Solomon had made for the house of the LORD, the bronze of all 
these vessels was beyond weight. 17 The height of the one pillar was eighteen cubits, and on it was a capital 
of bronze. The height of the capital was three cubits. A latticework and pomegranates, all of bronze, were 
all around the capital. And the second pillar had the same, with the latticework. 
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