Isaiah 66

The humble and contrite in spirit

66 Thus says the LORD:
“Heaven is my throne,
and the earth is my footstool,
what is the house that you would build for me,
and what is the place of my rest?
2 All these things my hand has made,
and so all these things came to be,
declares the LORD.
But this is the one to whom I will look:
he who is humble and contrite in spirit
and trembles at my word.
3 “He who slaughters an ox is like one who kills a man;
he who sacrifices a lamb, like one who breaks a dog's neck;
he who presents a grain offering, like one who offers pig's blood;
he who makes a memorial offering of frankincense, like one who blesses an idol.
These have chosen their own ways,
and their soul delights in their abominations;
*I also will choose harsh treatment for them
and bring their fears upon them,
because when I called, no one answered,
when I spoke, they did not listen;
but they did what was evil in my eyes
and chose that in which I did not delight.”
3> Hear the word of the LORD,
you who tremble at his word:
“Your brothers who hate you
and cast you out for my name's sake
have said, ‘Let the LORD be glorified,
that we may see your joy’;
but it is they who shall be put to shame.
6“The sound of an uproar from the city!
A sound from the temple!
The sound of the LORD,
rendering recompense to his enemies!

Rejoice with Jerusalem

7 “Before she was in labour
she gave birth;

before her pain came upon her
she delivered a son.

8 Who has heard such a thing?
Who has seen such things?

Shall a land be born in one day?



Shall a nation be brought forth in one moment?
For as soon as Zion was in labour
she brought forth her children.
? Shall I bring to the point of birth and not cause to bring forth?”
says the LORD;
“shall I, who cause to bring forth, shut the womb?”
says your God.
10«Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her,
all you who love her;
rejoice with her in joy,
all you who mourn over her;
! that you may nurse and be satisfied
from her consoling breast;
that you may drink deeply with delight
from her glorious abundance.”
12 For thus says the LORD:
“Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river,
and the glory of the nations like an overflowing stream;
and you shall nurse, you shall be carried upon her hip,
and bounced upon her knees.
13 As one whom his mother comforts,
so [ will comfort you,
you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.
4You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice;
your bones shall flourish like the grass;
and the hand of the LORD shall be known to his servants,
and he shall show his indignation against his enemies.

Final judgment and glory of the LORD

15 “For behold, the LORD will come in fire,
and his chariots like the whirlwind,
to render his anger in fury,
and his rebuke with flames of fire.
16 For by fire will the LORD enter into judgment,
and by his sword, with all flesh;
and those slain by the LORD shall be many.

17“Those who sanctify and purify themselves to go into the gardens, following one in the
midst, eating pig's flesh and the abomination and mice, shall come to an end together,
declares the LORD.

18 “For I know their works and their thoughts, and the time is coming to gather all nations
and tongues. And they shall come and shall see my glory, '° and I will set a sign among
them. And from them I will send survivors to the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, who
draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the coastlands far away, that have not heard my
fame or seen my glory. And they shall declare my glory among the nations. 2° And they
shall bring all your brothers from all the nations as an offering to the LORD, on horses and
in chariots and in litters and on mules and on dromedaries, to my holy mountain



Jerusalem, says the LORD, just as the Israelites bring their grain offering in a clean vessel
to the house of the LORD. 2! And some of them also I will take for priests and for Levites,
says the LORD.

22“For as the new heavens and the new earth
that I make
shall remain before me, says the LORD,
so shall your offspring and your name remain.
23 From new moon to new moon,
and from Sabbath to Sabbath,
all flesh shall come to worship before me,
declares the LORD.

24« And they shall go out and look on the dead bodies of the men who have rebelled
against me. For their worm shall not die, their fire shall not be quenched, and they shall
be an abhorrence to all flesh.”

Cross References

Acts 49 v 47 to 50: ¥’ But it was Solomon who built a house for him. *® Yet the Most High does
not dwell in houses made by hands, as the prophet says,

49 “‘Heaven is my throne,
and the earth is my footstool.

What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord,
or what is the place of my rest?

*¥Did not my hand make all these things?”

Psalm 51 v 17:

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

John 4 v 23, 24: > But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 2* God
is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”

Ezekiel 37 v 21, 22: 2! then say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will take the people
of Israel from the nations among which they have gone, and will gather them from all around,
and bring them to their own land. > And I will make them one nation in the land, on the
mountains of Israel. And one king shall be king over them all, and they shall be no longer two
nations, and no longer divided into two kingdoms.

Revelation 5 v 9, 10: ° And they sang a new song, saying,

“Worthy are you to take the scroll
and to open its seals,

for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed [us] for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation,



1%and you have made [us] a kingdom and priests to our God,
and [we] shall reign on the earth.”

Matthew 24 v 29 to 31: ¥ “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers
of the heavens will be shaken. *° Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and

then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds
of heaven with power and great glory. 3! And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call,
and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

Exodus 19 v 6: ““... and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” These are
the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.”

Matthew 28 v 18 to 20: '® And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. ° Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, ?° teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Revelation 7 v 3, 4: saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed
the servants of our God on their foreheads.” 4 And I heard the number of the sealed, 144,000,
sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel...

1 Peter 2 v 9:But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvellous light.

Revelation 1 v 6: and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory
and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Revelation 20 v 6: Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the
second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with
him for a thousand years.

Isaiah 1 v 12 to 15:

“When you come to appear before me,
who has required of you
this trampling of my courts?
13 Bring no more vain offerings;
incense is an abomination to me.
New moon and Sabbath and the calling of convocations—
I cannot endure iniquity and solemn assembly.
4Y our new moons and your appointed feasts
my soul hates;
they have become a burden to me;
I am weary of bearing them.
1S When you spread out your hands,
I will hide my eyes from you;
even though you make many prayers,
I will not listen;
your hands are full of blood.
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