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John 3 v 1 to 16 
You must be born again 

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man 
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come 
from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus 
answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? 
Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” 5 Jesus 
answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 
born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not 
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.” 

9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you 
the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to 
you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not 
receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can 
you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except he 
who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may 
have eternal life.  

For God so loved the world 

16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 
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Cross References 
Matthew 18 v 2, 3: And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3 and said, “Truly, 
I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 

John 1 v 12, 13: But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will 
of man, but of God. 

2 Corinthians 5 v 17: Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come.  

Romans 8 v 9 to 11: You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of 
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But 
if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised 
Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells 
in you.  

Numbers 21 v 4 to 9: 4 From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the 
land of Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 5 And the people spoke against God 
and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there 
is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.” 6 Then the LORD sent fiery serpents 
among the people, and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. 7 And the people 
came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against 
you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the 
people. 8 And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone 
who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. 
And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live. 

Romans 6 v 4: We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of 
life. 

Galatians 6 v 15: For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new 
creation.  

Ephesians 4 v 22 to 24: 22 to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life 
and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to 
put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. 

Titus 3 v 5: He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his 
own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit… 

1 Peter 1 v 3: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great 
mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead… 
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1 Peter 1 v 22, 23: 22 Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere 
brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, 23 since you have been born 
again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God…  

James 1 v 18: Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind 
of first-fruits of his creatures. 

Deuteronomy 30 v 1 to 6: “And when all these things come upon you, the blessing and the curse, 
which I have set before you, and you call them to mind among all the nations where 
the LORD your God has driven you, 2 and return to the LORD your God, you and your children, 
and obey his voice in all that I command you today, with all your heart and with all your 
soul, 3 then the LORD your God will restore your fortunes and have mercy on you, and he 
will gather you again from all the peoples where the LORD your God has scattered you. 4 If your 
outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there the LORD your God will gather you, and 
from there he will take you. 5 And the LORD your God will bring you into the land that your 
fathers possessed, that you may possess it. And he will make you more prosperous and numerous 
than your fathers. 6 And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your 
offspring, so that you will love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that 
you may live.  

Jeremiah 31 v 31 to 34: 31 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that I made 
with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, 
my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the LORD. 33 For this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put 
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people. 34 And no longer shall each one teach his neighbour and each his brother, saying, 
‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares 
the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 

Jeremiah 32 v 37 to 41: 37 Behold, I will gather them from all the countries to which I drove 
them in my anger and my wrath and in great indignation. I will bring them back to this place, and 
I will make them dwell in safety. 38 And they shall be my people, and I will be their God. 39 I will 
give them one heart and one way, that they may fear me forever, for their own good and the good 
of their children after them. 40 I will make with them an everlasting covenant, that I will not turn 
away from doing good to them. And I will put the fear of me in their hearts, that they may not 
turn from me. 41 I will rejoice in doing them good, and I will plant them in this land in 
faithfulness, with all my heart and all my soul. 

Ezekiel 11 v 16 to 20: 16 Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: Though I removed them far off 
among the nations, and though I scattered them among the countries, yet I have been a sanctuary 
to them for a while in the countries where they have gone.’ 17 Therefore say, ‘Thus says the 
Lord GOD: I will gather you from the peoples and assemble you out of the countries where you 
have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel.’ 18 And when they come there, they 
will remove from it all its detestable things and all its abominations. 19 And I will give them one 
heart, and a new spirit I will put within them. I will remove the heart of stone from their flesh and 
give them a heart of flesh, 20 that they may walk in my statutes and keep my rules and obey 
them. And they shall be my people, and I will be their God. 21 But as for those whose heart goes 
after their detestable things and their abominations, I will bring their deeds upon their own heads, 
declares the Lord GOD.” 
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Ezekiel 36 v 25 to 27: 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your 
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 And I will give you a new heart, and a 
new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give 
you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes 
and be careful to obey my rules.  

Ezekiel 37 v 11 to 14; 21 to 28: 11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole 
house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut 
off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your 
graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of 
Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from 
your graves, O my people. 14 And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will 
place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will 
do it, declares the LORD… 

21 “… then say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will take the people of Israel from the 
nations among which they have gone, and will gather them from all around, and bring them to 
their own land. 22 And I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel. 
And one king shall be king over them all, and they shall be no longer two nations, and no longer 
divided into two kingdoms. 23 They shall not defile themselves anymore with their idols and their 
detestable things, or with any of their transgressions. But I will save them from all the 
backslidings in which they have sinned, and will cleanse them; and they shall be my people, and I 
will be their God. 

24 “My servant David shall be king over them, and they shall all have one shepherd. They shall 
walk in my rules and be careful to obey my statutes. 25 They shall dwell in the land that I gave to 
my servant Jacob, where your fathers lived. They and their children and their children's children 
shall dwell there forever, and David my servant shall be their prince forever. 26 I will make a 
covenant of peace with them. It shall be an everlasting covenant with them. And I will set them in 
their land and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in their midst forevermore. 27 My dwelling 
place shall be with them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 28 Then the nations 
will know that I am the LORD who sanctifies Israel, when my sanctuary is in their midst. 
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