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Joshua 1 
God commissions Joshua 
1 1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua the son of 
Nun, Moses' assistant, 2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go over this 
Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am giving to them, to the people of 
Israel. 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to you, just as I 
promised to Moses. 4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the 
river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites to the Great Sea toward the going down of the 
sun shall be your territory. 5 No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your 
life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you or forsake you. 6 

Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this people to inherit the land that I swore 
to their fathers to give them. 7 Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do 
according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn from it to 
the right hand or to the left, that you may have good success wherever you go. 8 This 
Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and 
night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you 
will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 9 Have I not 
commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be 
dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” 

Joshua takes command 
10 And Joshua commanded the officers of the people, 11 “Pass through the midst of the 
camp and command the people, ‘Prepare your provisions, for within three days you are to 
pass over this Jordan to go in to take possession of the land that the LORD your God is 
giving you to possess.’” 
12 And to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh Joshua said, 13 

“Remember the word that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, saying, ‘The 
LORD your God is providing you a place of rest and will give you this land.’ 14 Your 
wives, your little ones, and your livestock shall remain in the land that Moses gave you 
beyond the Jordan, but all the men of valour among you shall pass over armed before 
your brothers and shall help them, 15 until the LORD gives rest to your brothers as he has 
to you, and they also take possession of the land that the LORD your God is giving them. 
Then you shall return to the land of your possession and shall possess it, the land that 
Moses the servant of the LORD gave you beyond the Jordan toward the sunrise.” 
16 And they answered Joshua, “All that you have commanded us we will do, and 
wherever you send us we will go. 17 Just as we obeyed Moses in all things, so we will 
obey you. Only may the LORD your God be with you, as he was with Moses! 18 Whoever 
rebels against your commandment and disobeys your words, whatever you command 
him, shall be put to death. Only be strong and courageous.” 

 

Cross References 
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1 Corinthians 10 v 11: Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written 
down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. 

1 Chronicles 7 v 20 to 27: 
 
20 The sons of Ephraim: Shuthelah, and Bered his son, Tahath his son, Eleadah his son, Tahath his 
son, 21 Zabad his son, Shuthelah his son, and Ezer and Elead, whom the men of Gath who were 
born in the land killed, because they came down to raid their livestock. 22 And Ephraim their 
father mourned many days, and his brothers came to comfort him. 23 And Ephraim went in to his 
wife, and she conceived and bore a son. And he called his name Beriah, because disaster had 
befallen his house. 24 His daughter was Sheerah, who built both Lower and Upper Beth-horon, and 
Uzzen-sheerah. 25 Rephah was his son, Resheph his son, Telah his son, Tahan his son, 26 Ladan his 
son, Ammihud his son, Elishama his son, 27 Nun his son, Joshua his son…  
 
Exodus 17 v 8 to 16: 
8 Then Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim. 9 So Moses said to Joshua, “Choose for 
us men, and go out and fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the 
staff of God in my hand.” 10 So Joshua did as Moses told him, and fought with Amalek, while 
Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11 Whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel 
prevailed, and whenever he lowered his hand, Amalek prevailed. 12 But Moses' hands grew weary, 
so they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it, while Aaron and Hur held up his hands, 
one on one side, and the other on the other side. So his hands were steady until the going down of 
the sun. 13 And Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and his people with the sword. 
14 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write this as a memorial in a book and recite it in the ears of 
Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven.” 15 And Moses built 
an altar and called the name of it, The LORD Is My Banner, 16 saying, “A hand upon the throne of 
the LORD! The LORD will have war with Amalek from generation to generation.” 
 
Exodus 32 v 15 to 20: 
 

15 Then Moses turned and went down from the mountain with the two tablets of the testimony in 
his hand, tablets that were written on both sides; on the front and on the back they were written. 16 

The tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the 
tablets. 17 When Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses, “There is 
a noise of war in the camp.” 18 But he said, “It is not the sound of shouting for victory, or the 
sound of the cry of defeat, but the sound of singing that I hear.” 19 And as soon as he came near 
the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, Moses' anger burned hot, and he threw the tablets out 
of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain. 20 He took the calf that they had made 
and burned it with fire and ground it to powder and scattered it on the water and made the people 
of Israel drink it. 
 
 
 
Numbers 13 and 14 (excerpts): 

Spies sent into Canaan 

13 1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I am 
giving to the people of Israel. From each tribe of their fathers you shall send a man, every one a 
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chief among them.” 3 So Moses sent them from the wilderness of Paran, according to the 
command of the LORD, all of them men who were heads of the people of Israel. 4 And these were 
their names… 8 from the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea the son of Nun; 16 These were the names of the 
men whom Moses sent to spy out the land. And Moses called Hoshea the son of Nun Joshua. 

17 Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan and said to them, “Go up into the Negeb and go 
up into the hill country, 18 and see what the land is, and whether the people who dwell in it are 
strong or weak, whether they are few or many, 19 and whether the land that they dwell in is good 
or bad, and whether the cities that they dwell in are camps or strongholds, 20 and whether the land 
is rich or poor, and whether there are trees in it or not. Be of good courage and bring some of the 
fruit of the land.” Now the time was the season of the first ripe grapes. 

21 So they went up and spied out the land from the wilderness of Zin to Rehob, near Lebo-hamath. 
22 They went up into the Negeb and came to Hebron. Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the 
descendants of Anak, were there. (Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.) 23 And 
they came to the Valley of Eshcol and cut down from there a branch with a single cluster of 
grapes, and they carried it on a pole between two of them; they also brought some pomegranates 
and figs. 24 That place was called the Valley of Eshcol, because of the cluster that the people of 
Israel cut down from there. 

Report of the spies 
25 At the end of forty days they returned from spying out the land. 26 And they came to Moses and 
Aaron and to all the congregation of the people of Israel in the wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh. 
They brought back word to them and to all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the 
land. 27 And they told him, “We came to the land to which you sent us. It flows with milk and 
honey, and this is its fruit. 28 However, the people who dwell in the land are strong, and the cities 
are fortified and very large. And besides, we saw the descendants of Anak there. 29 The 
Amalekites dwell in the land of the Negeb. The Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in 
the hill country. And the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and along the Jordan.” 

30 But Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, “Let us go up at once and occupy it, for 
we are well able to overcome it.” 31 Then the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not 
able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we are.” 32 So they brought to the 
people of Israel a bad report of the land that they had spied out, saying, “The land, through which 
we have gone to spy it out, is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people that we saw in 
it are of great height. 33 And there we saw the Nephilim (the sons of Anak, who come from the 
Nephilim), and we seemed to ourselves like grasshoppers, and so we seemed to them.” 

God’s judgment 

14 26 And the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, 27 “How long shall this wicked 
congregation grumble against me? I have heard the grumblings of the people of Israel, which they 
grumble against me. 28 Say to them, ‘As I live, declares the LORD, what you have said in my 
hearing I will do to you: 29 your dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness, and of all your number, 
listed in the census from twenty years old and upward, who have grumbled against me, 30 not one 
shall come into the land where I swore that I would make you dwell, except Caleb the son of 
Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun. 31 But your little ones, who you said would become a prey, 
I will bring in, and they shall know the land that you have rejected. 32 But as for you, your dead 
bodies shall fall in this wilderness. 33 And your children shall be shepherds in the wilderness forty 
years and shall suffer for your faithlessness, until the last of your dead bodies lies in the 
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wilderness. 34 According to the number of the days in which you spied out the land, forty days, a 
year for each day, you shall bear your iniquity forty years, and you shall know my displeasure.’ 35 

I, the LORD, have spoken. Surely this will I do to all this wicked congregation who are gathered 
together against me: in this wilderness they shall come to a full end, and there they shall die.” 

36 And the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land, who returned and made all the congregation 
grumble against him by bringing up a bad report about the land— 37 the men who brought up a 
bad report of the land—died by plague before the LORD. 38 Of those men who went to spy out the 
land, only Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh remained alive. 

 
Numbers 32 v 16 to 27: 
16 Then they came near to him and said, “We will build sheepfolds here for our livestock, and 
cities for our little ones, 17 but we will take up arms, ready to go before the people of Israel, until 
we have brought them to their place. And our little ones shall live in the fortified cities because of 
the inhabitants of the land. 18 We will not return to our homes until each of the people of Israel has 
gained his inheritance. 19 For we will not inherit with them on the other side of the Jordan and 
beyond, because our inheritance has come to us on this side of the Jordan to the east.” 20 So Moses 
said to them, “If you will do this, if you will take up arms to go before the LORD for the war, 21 

and every armed man of you will pass over the Jordan before the LORD, until he has driven out 
his enemies from before him 22 and the land is subdued before the LORD; then after that you shall 
return and be free of obligation to the LORD and to Israel, and this land shall be your possession 
before the LORD. 23 But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned against the LORD, and be 
sure your sin will find you out. 24 Build cities for your little ones and folds for your sheep, and do 
what you have promised.” 25 And the people of Gad and the people of Reuben said to Moses, 
“Your servants will do as my lord commands. 26 Our little ones, our wives, our livestock, and all 
our cattle shall remain there in the cities of Gilead, 27 but your servants will pass over, every man 
who is armed for war, before the Lord to battle, as my lord orders.” 

 
1 Corinthians 12 v 25, 26: … that there may be no division in the body, but that the members 
may have the same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one 
member is honoured, all rejoice together. 

Joshua 22 v 10 to 12:  

10 And when they came to the region of the Jordan that is in the land of Canaan, the people of 
Reuben and the people of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh built there an altar by the Jordan, an 
altar of imposing size. 11 And the people of Israel heard it said, “Behold, the people of Reuben and 
the people of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh have built the altar at the frontier of the land of 
Canaan, in the region about the Jordan, on the side that belongs to the people of Israel.” 12 And 
when the people of Israel heard of it, the whole assembly of the people of Israel gathered at 
Shiloh to make war against them. 
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