
 1 

Joshua 3 and 4 
Crossing the Jordan 

3 1 Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites set out from Shittim and went to the 
Jordan, where they camped before crossing over. 2 After three days the officers went 
throughout the camp, 3 giving orders to the people: “When you see the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD your God, and the Levitical priests carrying it, you are to move out 
from your positions and follow it. 4 Then you will know which way to go, since you have 
never been this way before. But keep a distance of about two thousand cubits between 
you and the ark; do not go near it.” 
5 Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do amazing 
things among you.” 
6 Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on ahead of the 
people.” So they took it up and went ahead of them. 
7 And the LORD said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, 
so they may know that I am with you as I was with Moses. 8 Tell the priests who carry the 
ark of the covenant: ‘When you reach the edge of the Jordan’s waters, go and stand in the 
river.’” 
9 Joshua said to the Israelites, “Come here and listen to the words of the LORD your God. 
10 This is how you will know that the living God is among you and that he will certainly 
drive out before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites 
and Jebusites. 11 See, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth will go into the 
Jordan ahead of you. 12 Now then, choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from 
each tribe. 13 And as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the LORD—the Lord of all 
the earth—set foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream will be cut off and stand 
up in a heap.” 
14 So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the ark of the 
covenant went ahead of them. 15 Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest. Yet 
as soon as the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the 
water’s edge, 16 the water from upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great 
distance away, at a town called Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, while the water flowing 
down to the Sea of the Arabah (that is, the Dead Sea) was completely cut off. So the 
people crossed over opposite Jericho. 17 The priests who carried the ark of the covenant of 
the LORD stopped in the middle of the Jordan and stood on dry ground, while all Israel 
passed by until the whole nation had completed the crossing on dry ground. 

Memorial stones 

4 1 When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the LORD said to Joshua, 2 

“Choose twelve men from among the people, one from each tribe, 3 and tell them to take 
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up twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan, from right where the priests are standing, 
and carry them over with you and put them down at the place where you stay tonight.” 
4 So Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from the Israelites, one from 
each tribe, 5 and said to them, “Go over before the ark of the LORD your God into the 
middle of the Jordan. Each of you is to take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the 
number of the tribes of the Israelites, 6 to serve as a sign among you. In the future, when 
your children ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 7 tell them that the flow of the 
Jordan was cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD. When it crossed the 
Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. These stones are to be a memorial to the 
people of Israel forever.” 
8 So the Israelites did as Joshua commanded them. They took twelve stones from the 
middle of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, as the LORD 
had told Joshua; and they carried them over with them to their camp, where they put them 
down. 9 Joshua set up [the] twelve stones that had been in the middle of the Jordan at the 
spot where the priests who carried the ark of the covenant had stood. And they are there 
to this day. 
10 Now the priests who carried the ark remained standing in the middle of the Jordan until 
everything the LORD had commanded Joshua was done by the people, just as Moses had 
directed Joshua. The people hurried over, 11 and as soon as all of them had crossed, the 
ark of the LORD and the priests came to the other side while the people watched. 12 The 
men of Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh crossed over, ready for battle, in 
front of the Israelites, as Moses had directed them. 13 About forty thousand armed for 
battle crossed over before the LORD to the plains of Jericho for war. 
14 That day the LORD exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and they stood in awe of 
him all the days of his life, just as they had stood in awe of Moses. 
15 Then the LORD said to Joshua, 16 “Command the priests carrying the ark of the covenant 
law to come up out of the Jordan.” 
17 So Joshua commanded the priests, “Come up out of the Jordan.” 
18 And the priests came up out of the river carrying the ark of the covenant of the LORD. 
No sooner had they set their feet on the dry ground than the waters of the Jordan returned 
to their place and ran at flood stage as before. 
19 On the tenth day of the first month the people went up from the Jordan and camped at 
Gilgal on the eastern border of Jericho. 20 And Joshua set up at Gilgal the twelve stones 
they had taken out of the Jordan. 21 He said to the Israelites, “In the future when your 
descendants ask their parents, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 22 tell them, ‘Israel crossed 
the Jordan on dry ground.’ 23 For the LORD your God dried up the Jordan before you until 
you had crossed over. The LORD your God did to the Jordan what he had done to the Red 
Sea when he dried it up before us until we had crossed over. 24 He did this so that all the 
peoples of the earth might know that the hand of the LORD is powerful and so that you 
might always fear the LORD your God.” 
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Cross References 
 
Joshua 1 v 10, 11: And Joshua commanded the officers of the people, “Pass through the midst of 
the camp and command the people, ‘Prepare your provisions, for within three days you are to 
pass over this Jordan to go in to take possession of the land that the Lord your God is giving you 
to possess.’” 
Joshua 1 v 8: This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on 
it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you 
will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 
Matthew 1 v 23: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 
 
Psalm 78 v 5 to 7: 

He established a testimony in Jacob 
    and appointed a law in Israel, 
which he commanded our fathers 
    to teach to their children, 
6 that the next generation might know them, 
    the children yet unborn, 
and arise and tell them to their children, 
7     so that they should set their hope in God 
and not forget the works of God, 
    but keep his commandments… 

Psalm 103 v 2: 

Praise the Lord, my soul, 
and forget not all his benefits… 

Psalm 105 v 5 to 11: 

Remember the wondrous works that he has done, 
    his miracles, and the judgments he uttered, 
6 O offspring of Abraham, his servant, 
    children of Jacob, his chosen ones! 

7 He is the LORD our God; 
    his judgments are in all the earth. 
8 He remembers his covenant forever, 
    the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations, 
9 the covenant that he made with Abraham, 
    his sworn promise to Isaac, 
10 which he confirmed to Jacob as a statute, 
    to Israel as an everlasting covenant, 
11 saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan 
    as your portion for an inheritance.” 
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