Joshua 5 and 6

Circumcision and Passover at Gilgal

S 'Now when all the Amorite kings west of the Jordan and all the Canaanite kings along
the coast heard how the LORD had dried up the Jordan before the Israelites until they had
crossed over, their hearts melted in fear and they no longer had the courage to face the
Israelites.

2 At that time the LORD said to Joshua, “Make flint knives and circumcise the Israelites
again.” > So Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the Israelites at Gibeath Haaraloth.

*Now this is why he did so: All those who came out of Egypt—all the men of military
age—died in the wilderness on the way after leaving Egypt. > All the people that came out
had been circumcised, but all the people born in the wilderness during the journey from
Egypt had not. ¢ The Israelites had moved about in the wilderness forty years until all the
men who were of military age when they left Egypt had died, since they had not obeyed
the LORD. For the LORD had sworn to them that they would not see the land he had
solemnly promised their ancestors to give us, a land flowing with milk and honey. ’ So he
raised up their sons in their place, and these were the ones Joshua circumcised. They were
still uncircumcised because they had not been circumcised on the way. ® And after the
whole nation had been circumcised, they remained where they were in camp until they
were healed.

? Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from
you.” So the place has been called Gilgal to this day.

100n the evening of the fourteenth day of the month, while camped at Gilgal on the
plains of Jericho, the Israelites celebrated the Passover. !! The day after the Passover, that
very day, they ate some of the produce of the land: unleavened bread and roasted grain. '?
The manna stopped the day after they ate this food from the land; there was no longer any
manna for the Israelites, but that year they ate the produce of Canaan.

The fall of Jericho

3 Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of
him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you for us or
for our enemies?”

14«Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the LORD I have now come.”
Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him, “What message
does my Lord have for his servant?”

15 The commander of the LORD’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place
where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.



6 ' Now the gates of Jericho were securely barred because of the Israclites. No one went
out and no one came in.

2 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along
with its king and its fighting men. * March around the city once with all the armed men.
Do this for six days. * Have seven priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark.
On the seventh day, march around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the
trumpets. > When you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, have the whole army
give a loud shout; then the wall of the city will collapse and the army will go up,
everyone straight in.”

%S0 Joshua son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the
covenant of the LORD and have seven priests carry trumpets in front of it.” ” And he
ordered the army, “Advance! March around the city, with an armed guard going ahead of
the ark of the LORD.”

¥ When Joshua had spoken to the people, the seven priests carrying the seven trumpets
before the LORD went forward, blowing their trumpets, and the ark of the LORD’s
covenant followed them. ° The armed guard marched ahead of the priests who blew the
trumpets, and the rear guard followed the ark. All this time the trumpets were sounding.

10 But Joshua had commanded the army, “Do not give a war cry, do not raise your voices,
do not say a word until the day I tell you to shout. Then shout!” ' So he had the ark of the
LORD carried around the city, circling it once. Then the army returned to camp and spent
the night there.

12 Joshua got up early the next morning and the priests took up the ark of the LORD. * The
seven priests carrying the seven trumpets went forward, marching before the ark of the
LORD and blowing the trumpets. The armed men went ahead of them and the rear guard
followed the ark of the LORD, while the trumpets kept sounding. 1 So on the second day
they marched around the city once and returned to the camp. They did this for six days.

15 On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak and marched around the city seven times in
the same manner, except that on that day they circled the city seven times. '® The seventh
time around, when the priests sounded the trumpet blast, Joshua commanded the army,
“Shout! For the LORD has given you the city! !’ The city and all that is in it are to be
devoted to the LORD. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her in her house
shall be spared, because she hid the spies we sent. '® But keep away from the devoted
things, so that you will not bring about your own destruction by taking any of them.
Otherwise you will make the camp of Israel liable to destruction and bring trouble on it.

19 All the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron are sacred to the LORD and
must go into his treasury.”

20 When the trumpets sounded, the army shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when
the men gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so everyone charged straight in, and they
took the city. 2! They devoted the city to the LORD and destroyed with the sword every
living thing in it—men and women, young and old, cattle, sheep and donkeys.



22 Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, “Go into the prostitute’s house
and bring her out and all who belong to her, in accordance with your oath to her.” 23 So
the young men who had done the spying went in and brought out Rahab, her father and
mother, her brothers and sisters and all who belonged to her. They brought out her entire
family and put them in a place outside the camp of Israel.

24 Then they burned the whole city and everything in it, but they put the silver and gold
and the articles of bronze and iron into the treasury of the LORD’s house. %° But Joshua
spared Rahab the prostitute, with her family and all who belonged to her, because she hid
the men Joshua had sent as spies to Jericho—and she lives among the Israelites to this
day.

26 At that time Joshua pronounced this solemn oath: “Cursed before the LORD is the one
who undertakes to rebuild this city, Jericho:

“At the cost of his firstborn son
he will lay its foundations;

at the cost of his youngest

he will set up its gates.”

2780 the LORD was with Joshua, and his fame spread throughout the land.

Cross References

Romans 8 v 31: What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be
against us?

Genesis 17 v 9 to 14: ° Then God said to Abraham, “As for you, you must keep my covenant, you
and your descendants after you for the generations to come. ' This is my covenant with you and
your descendants after you, the covenant you are to keep: Every male among you shall be
circumcised. ' You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant between
me and you. 2 For the generations to come every male among you who is eight days old must be
circumcised, including those born in your household or bought with money from a foreigner—
those who are not your offspring. '3 Whether born in your household or bought with your money,
they must be circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is to be an everlasting covenant. '* Any
uncircumcised male, who has not been circumcised in the flesh, will be cut off from his people;
he has broken my covenant.”

Romans 4 v 9a: And he received circumcision as a sign, a seal of the righteousness that he had
by faith while he was still uncircumcised.

Colossians 2 v 11, 12: ' In him you were also circumcised with a circumcision not performed by
human hands. Your whole self ruled by the flesh was put off when you were circumcised by
Christ, ' having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through
your faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead.



Exodus 3 v 5: °“Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where
you are standing is holy ground.” ¢ Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.”

Numbers 1 v 47: 4 The ancestral tribe of the Levites, however, was not counted along with the
others.

1 Samuel 4 v 10, 11: !° So the Philistines fought, and the Israelites were defeated and every man
fled to his tent. The slaughter was very great; Israel lost thirty thousand foot soldiers. !! The ark of
God was captured, and Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, died.

Exodus 20 v 8 to 11: ® “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. ° Six days you shall labor
and do all your work, °but the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall
not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your
animals, nor any foreigner residing in your towns. !! For in six days the LORD made the heavens
and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the
LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

Deuteronomy 18 v 9 to 13: ° When you enter the land the LORD your God is giving you, do not
learn to imitate the detestable ways of the nations there. '° Let no one be found among you who
sacrifices their son or daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens,
engages in witchcraft, !! or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the dead.
12 Anyone who does these things is detestable to the LORD; because of these same detestable
practices the LORD your God will drive out those nations before you. * You must be blameless
before the LORD your God.

Joshua 2 v 8 to 11: ® Before the men lay down, she came up to them on the roof °and said to the
men, “I know that the LORD has given you the land, and that the fear of you has fallen upon us,
and that all the inhabitants of the land melt away before you. '* For we have heard how the LORD
dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to
the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you devoted
to destruction. ' And as soon as we heard it, our hearts melted, and there was no spirit left in any
man because of you, for the LORD your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth
beneath.

1 Kings 16 v 34: 3*In Ahab’s time, Hiel of Bethel rebuilt Jericho. He laid its foundations at the
cost of his firstborn son Abiram, and he set up its gates at the cost of his youngest son Segub, in
accordance with the word of the LORD spoken by Joshua son of Nun.

Zechariah 4 v 6: ° So he said to me, “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might
nor by power, but by my Spirit,” says the LORD Almighty.
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