Joshua 17 to 24 (selected passages)

The daughters of Zelophehad

17 3 Now Zelophehad the son of Hepher, son of Gilead, son of Machir, son of Manasseh,
had no sons, but only daughters, and these are the names of his daughters: Mahlah, Noah,
Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. * They approached Eleazar the priest and Joshua the son of
Nun and the leaders and said, “The LORD commanded Moses to give us an inheritance
along with our brothers.” So according to the mouth of the LORD he gave them an
inheritance among the brothers of their father. ° Thus there fell to Manasseh ten portions,
besides the land of Gilead and Bashan, which is on the other side of the Jordan, ® because
the daughters of Manasseh received an inheritance along with his sons. The land of
Gilead was allotted to the rest of the people of Manasseh.

The inheritance for Joshua

19 * When they had finished distributing the several territories of the land as
inheritances, the people of Israel gave an inheritance among them to Joshua the son of
Nun. ** By command of the LORD they gave him the city that he asked, Timnath-serah in
the hill country of Ephraim. And he rebuilt the city and settled in it.

The cities of refuge

20 ! Then the LORD said to Joshua, 2“Say to the people of Israel, ‘Appoint the cities of
refuge, of which I spoke to you through Moses, ° that the manslayer who strikes any
person without intent or unknowingly may flee there. They shall be for you a refuge from
the avenger of blood. # He shall flee to one of these cities and shall stand at the entrance
of the gate of the city and explain his case to the elders of that city. Then they shall take
him into the city and give him a place, and he shall remain with them. > And if the
avenger of blood pursues him, they shall not give up the manslayer into his hand, because
he struck his neighbour unknowingly, and did not hate him in the past. ® And he shall
remain in that city until he has stood before the congregation for judgment, until the death
of him who is high priest at the time. Then the manslayer may return to his own town and
his own home, to the town from which he fled.””

7So they set apart Kedesh in Galilee in the hill country of Naphtali, and Shechem in the
hill country of Ephraim, and Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the hill country of Judah. 8
And beyond the Jordan east of Jericho, they appointed Bezer in the wilderness on the
tableland, from the tribe of Reuben, and Ramoth in Gilead, from the tribe of Gad, and
Golan in Bashan, from the tribe of Manasseh. ® These were the cities designated for all
the people of Israel and for the stranger sojourning among them, that anyone who killed a
person without intent could flee there, so that he might not die by the hand of the avenger
of blood, till he stood before the congregation.

Joshua's charge to Israel’s leaders

23 ' A long time afterward, when the LORD had given rest to Israel from all their

surrounding enemies, and Joshua was old and well advanced in years, * Joshua

summoned all Israel, its elders and heads, its judges and officers, and said to them, “I am
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now old and well advanced in years. * And you have seen all that the LORD your God has
done to all these nations for your sake, for it is the LORD your God who has fought for
you. * Behold, I have allotted to you as an inheritance for your tribes those nations that
remain, along with all the nations that I have already cut off, from the Jordan to the Great
Sea in the west. > The LORD your God will push them back before you and drive them out
of your sight. And you shall possess their land, just as the LORD your God promised you.
6 Therefore, be very strong to keep and to do all that is written in the Book of the Law of
Moses, turning aside from it neither to the right hand nor to the left, ’ that you may not
mix with these nations remaining among you or make mention of the names of their gods
or swear by them or serve them or bow down to them, ® but you shall cling to the LORD
your God just as you have done to this day. ° For the LORD has driven out before you
great and strong nations. And as for you, no man has been able to stand before you to this
day. ' One man of you puts to flight a thousand, since it is the LORD your God who fights
for you, just as he promised you. ' Be very careful, therefore, to love the LORD your God.
12 For if you turn back and cling to the remnant of these nations remaining among you
and make marriages with them, so that you associate with them and they with you, 3
know for certain that the LORD your God will no longer drive out these nations before
you, but they shall be a snare and a trap for you, a whip on your sides and thorns in your
eyes, until you perish from off this good ground that the LORD your God has given you.

14«And now I am about to go the way of all the earth, and you know in your hearts and
souls, all of you, that not one word has failed of all the good things that the LORD your
God promised concerning you. All have come to pass for you; not one of them has failed.
15 But just as all the good things that the LORD your God promised concerning you have
been fulfilled for you, so the LORD will bring upon you all the evil things, until he has
destroyed you from off this good land that the LORD your God has given you, '®if you
transgress the covenant of the LORD your God, which he commanded you, and go and
serve other gods and bow down to them. Then the anger of the LORD will be kindled
against you, and you shall perish quickly from off the good land that he has given to
you.”

The covenant renewal at Shechem

24 ! Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and summoned the elders, the
heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel. And they presented themselves before God.
And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Long ago,
your fathers lived beyond the Euphrates, Terah, the father of Abraham and of Nahor; and
they served other gods. * Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River and led
him through all the land of Canaan, and made his offspring many. I gave him Isaac. * And
to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. And I gave Esau the hill country of Seir to possess, but
Jacob and his children went down to Egypt. °> And I sent Moses and Aaron, and I plagued
Egypt with what I did in the midst of it, and afterward I brought you out.

6“Then I brought your fathers out of Egypt, and you came to the sea. And the Egyptians
pursued your fathers with chariots and horsemen to the Red Sea. 7 And when they cried to
the LORD, he put darkness between you and the Egyptians and made the sea come upon
them and cover them; and your eyes saw what I did in Egypt. And you lived in the
wilderness a long time. ® Then I brought you to the land of the Amorites, who lived on the

other side of the Jordan. They fought with you, and I gave them into your hand, and you
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took possession of their land, and I destroyed them before you. ° Then Balak the son of
Zippor, king of Moab, arose and fought against Israel. And he sent and invited Balaam
the son of Beor to curse you, '”but I would not listen to Balaam. Indeed, he blessed you.
So I delivered you out of his hand. ! And you went over the Jordan and came to Jericho,
and the leaders of Jericho fought against you, and also the Amorites, the Perizzites, the
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. And I gave them
into your hand. '? And I sent the hornet before you, which drove them out before you, the
two kings of the Amorites; it was not by your sword or by your bow. *I gave you a land
on which you had not laboured and cities that you had not built, and you dwell in them.
You eat the fruit of vineyards and olive orchards that you did not plant.’

Choose whom you will serve

14“Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away
the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. '°
And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve,
whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the
Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”

' Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve
other gods, 7 for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our fathers up from the land
of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight and
preserved us in all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we
passed. '8 And the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in
the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.”

19 But Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the LORD, for he is a holy
God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. 2° If you
forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm and consume
you, after having done you good.” 2! And the people said to Joshua, “No, but we will
serve the LORD.” > Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves
that you have chosen the LORD, to serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” 2> He
said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your heart to the
LORD, the God of Israel.” 2* And the people said to Joshua, “The LORD our God we will
serve, and his voice we will obey.” ?* So Joshua made a covenant with the people that
day, and put in place statutes and rules for them at Shechem. 2° And Joshua wrote these
words in the Book of the Law of God. And he took a large stone and set it up there under
the terebinth that was by the sanctuary of the LORD. 2’ And Joshua said to all the people,
“Behold, this stone shall be a witness against us, for it has heard all the words of the
LORD that he spoke to us. Therefore it shall be a witness against you, lest you deal falsely
with your God.” 2% So Joshua sent the people away, every man to his inheritance.

Joshua’s death and burial

2 After these things Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, being 110
years old. ** And they buried him in his own inheritance at Timnath-serah, which is in the
hill country of Ephraim, north of the mountain of Gaash.



3! Israel served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who
outlived Joshua and had known all the work that the LORD did for Israel.

32 As for the bones of Joseph, which the people of Israel brought up from Egypt, they
buried them at Shechem, in the piece of land that Jacob bought from the sons of Hamor
the father of Shechem for a hundred pieces of money. It became an inheritance of the
descendants of Joseph.

33 And Eleazar the son of Aaron died, and they buried him at Gibeah, the town of
Phinehas his son, which had been given him in the hill country of Ephraim.

Cross References

Numbers 27 v 5 to 8: Moses brought their case before the LORD. ® And the LORD said to Moses,
7“The daughters of Zelophehad are right. You shall give them possession of an inheritance
among their father's brothers and transfer the inheritance of their father to them. 8 And you shall
speak to the people of Israel, saying, ‘If a man dies and has no son, then you shall transfer his
inheritance to his daughter...’

Numbers 36 v 6: This is what the LORD commands concerning the daughters of Zelophehad:
‘Let them marry whom they think best, only they shall marry within the clan of the tribe of their
father...’

Luke 3 v 23: Jesus, when he began his ministry, was about thirty years of age, being the son (as
was supposed) of Joseph, the son of Heli...

Matthew 1 v 16: ... and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was
born, who is called Christ.

Joshua 21 v 43 to 45: ** Thus the LORD gave to Israel all the land that he swore to give to their
fathers. And they took possession of it, and they settled there. 4* And the LORD gave them rest on
every side just as he had sworn to their fathers. Not one of all their enemies had withstood them,
for the LORD had given all their enemies into their hands. ** Not one word of all the good
promises that the LORD had made to the house of Israel had failed; all came to pass.

Genesis 12 v 5 to 7: When they came to the land of Canaan, ® Abram passed through the land to
the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. ” Then
the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring [ will give this land.” So he built there
an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him.

Deuteronomy 6 v 23: And he brought us out from there, that he might bring us in and give us the
land that he swore to give to our fathers.

Genesis 33 v 19: And from the sons of Hamor, Shechem's father, he bought for a hundred pieces
of money the piece of land on which he had pitched his tent.

Genesis 50 v 25: Then Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying, “God will surely visit you,
and you shall carry up my bones from here.”
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