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Luke 1 v 1 to 38 
Dedication to Theophilus 
1 1 Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that have 
been accomplished among us, 2 just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses 
and ministers of the word have delivered them to us, 3 it seemed good to me also, having 
followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for you, most 
excellent Theophilus, 4 that you may have certainty concerning the things you have been 
taught. 

Birth of John the Baptist foretold 

5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division 
of Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 
6 And they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the 
commandments and statutes of the Lord. 7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was 
barren, and both were advanced in years. 

8 Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, 
9 according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of 
the Lord and burn incense. 10 And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside 
at the hour of incense. 11 And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the 
right side of the altar of incense. 12 And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and 
fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your 
prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his 
name John. 14 And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 
15 for he will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink, and he 
will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb. 16 And he will turn 
many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17 and he will go before him in the 
spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.” 

18 And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my 
wife is advanced in years.” 19 And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the 
presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 And 
behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things take place, 
because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.” 21 And the 
people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay in the temple. 
22 And when he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had 
seen a vision in the temple. And he kept making signs to them and remained mute. 23 And 
when his time of service was ended, he went to his home. 

24 After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept herself 
hidden, saying, 25 “Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when he looked on me, to 
take away my reproach among people.” 
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Birth of Jesus foretold 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O 
favoured one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and 
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not 
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will 
be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—
the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a 
son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be 
to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

Cross References 
 
Acts 16 v 10 to 12: 10 And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into 
Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. 11 So, setting sail 
from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, and the following day to Neapolis, 12 and 
from there to Philippi… 

2 Timothy 4 v 11a: Luke alone is with me... 

Philemon 1 v 23, 24: 23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends greetings to you, 
24 and so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my fellow workers. 

Colossians 4 v 10, 11, 14: 10 Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, and Mark the cousin of 
Barnabas (concerning whom you have received instructions—if he comes to you, welcome him), 
11 and Jesus who is called Justus. These are the only men of the circumcision among my fellow 
workers for the kingdom of God, and they have been a comfort to me…  14 Luke the beloved 
physician greets you, as does Demas. 

Exodus 30 v 7, 8:  7 And Aaron shall burn fragrant incense on it. Every morning when he dresses 
the lamps he shall burn it, 8 and when Aaron sets up the lamps at twilight, he shall burn it, a 
regular incense offering before the LORD throughout your generations. 
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Psalm 141 v 2: 

Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, 
and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice! 

Revelation 5 v 8: And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four 
elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which 
are the prayers of the saints. 

Matthew 11 v 11 to 14: 11 “Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no 
one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he. 12 From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered 
violence, and the violent take it by force. 13 For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until 
John, 14 and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come.” 

Matthew 17 v 10 to 13: 10 And the disciples asked him, “Then why do the scribes say that first 
Elijah must come?” 11 He answered, “Elijah does come, and he will restore all things. 12 But I tell 
you that Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but did to him whatever they 
pleased. So also the Son of Man will certainly suffer at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples 
understood that he was speaking to them of John the Baptist. 

Malachi 4 v 5, 6: 5 “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day 
of the LORD comes. 6 And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of 
children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.” 

Isaiah 7 v 14: Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 

2 Samuel 7 v 12 to 14: 12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will 
raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his 
kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever. 14 I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will 
discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, 15 but my steadfast love 
will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. 16 And your 
house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established 
forever.’” 

Exodus 16 v 10:  And as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, 
they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud. 

Luke 9 v 34: As he was saying these things, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and they 
were afraid as they entered the cloud. 
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