
 1 

Luke 1 v 39 to 80 
Mary visits Elizabeth 

39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40 and 
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 And when Elizabeth heard the 
greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 
42 and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit 
of your womb! 43 And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to 
me? 44 For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb 
leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was 
spoken to her from the Lord.” 

Mary's Song of Praise: The Magnificat 

46 And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
48 for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 
    For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his name. 
50 And his mercy is for those who fear him 
    from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
52 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 
    and exalted those of humble estate; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and the rich he has sent away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
    in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 as he spoke to our fathers, 
    to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 

56 And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home. 

The birth of John the Baptist 

57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 And her neighbours 
and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 
59 And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child. And they would have called him 
Zechariah after his father, 60 but his mother answered, “No; he shall be called John.” 61 And 
they said to her, “None of your relatives is called by this name.” 62 And they made signs to his 
father, inquiring what he wanted him to be called. 63 And he asked for a writing tablet and 
wrote, “His name is John.” And they all wondered. 64 And immediately his mouth was opened 
and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God. 65 And fear came on all their neighbours. 
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And all these things were talked about through all the hill country of Judea, 66 and all who 
heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, “What then will this child be?” For the hand of 
the Lord was with him. 

Zechariah's prophecy 

67 And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, 

68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
    for he has visited and redeemed his people 
69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
    in the house of his servant David, 
70 as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71 that we should be saved from our enemies 
    and from the hand of all who hate us; 
72 to show the mercy promised to our fathers 
    and to remember his holy covenant, 
73 the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 
74     that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, 
75     in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
    in the forgiveness of their sins, 
78 because of the tender mercy of our God, 
    whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
    to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

80 And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day of 
his public appearance to Israel. 

Cross References for Mary’s Song (Luke 1 v 46 to 55) 
1 Samuel 2 v 1 to 10: 

Then Hannah prayed and said: 

“My heart rejoices in the LORD; 
    in the LORD my horn is lifted high. 
My mouth boasts over my enemies, 
    for I delight in your deliverance. 

2 “There is no one holy like the LORD; 
    there is no one besides you; 
    there is no Rock like our God. 
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3 “Do not keep talking so proudly 
    or let your mouth speak such arrogance, 
for the LORD is a God who knows, 
    and by him deeds are weighed. 

4 “The bows of the warriors are broken, 
    but those who stumbled are armed with strength. 
5 Those who were full hire themselves out for food, 
    but those who were hungry are hungry no more. 
She who was barren has borne seven children, 
    but she who has had many sons pines away. 

6 “The LORD brings death and makes alive; 
    he brings down to the grave and raises up. 
7 The LORD sends poverty and wealth; 
    he humbles and he exalts. 
8 He raises the poor from the dust 
    and lifts the needy from the ash heap; 
he seats them with princes 
    and has them inherit a throne of honour. 

“For the foundations of the earth are the LORD’s; 
    on them he has set the world. 
9 He will guard the feet of his faithful servants, 
    but the wicked will be silenced in the place of darkness. 

“It is not by strength that one prevails; 
10     those who oppose the LORD will be broken. 
The Most High will thunder from heaven; 
    the LORD will judge the ends of the earth. 

“He will give strength to his king 
    and exalt the horn of his anointed.” 

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour 

I will glory in the Lord; 
    let the afflicted hear and rejoice. 
3 Glorify the Lord with me; 
    let us exalt his name together. (Psalm 34 v 2, 3) 

 for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant 

Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
    for I am lonely and afflicted. 
17 Relieve the troubles of my heart 
    and free me from my anguish. 
18 Look on my affliction and my distress 
    and take away all my sins. (Psalm 25 v 16 to 18) 

For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed, for he who is mighty has done 
great things for me 
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The LORD your God is with you, 
    the Mighty Warrior who saves. 
He will take great delight in you; 
    in his love he will no longer rebuke you, 
    but will rejoice over you with singing. (Zephaniah 3 v 17) 

and holy is his name 

Praise the LORD, my soul; 
    all my inmost being, praise his holy name. (Psalm 103 v 1) 

And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation 

the LORD delights in those who fear him, 
    who put their hope in his unfailing love. (Psalm 147 v 11) 

He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 
hearts 

Awake, awake, arm of the LORD, 
    clothe yourself with strength! 
Awake, as in days gone by, 
    as in generations of old. (Isaiah 51 v 9) 

he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate 

The LORD sustains the humble 
    but casts the wicked to the ground. (Psalm 147 v 6) 

he has filled the hungry with good things 

He upholds the cause of the oppressed 
    and gives food to the hungry. (Psalm 146 v 7) 

and the rich he has sent away empty 

He will no longer be rich and his wealth will not endure, 
    nor will his possessions spread over the land. (Job 15 v 29) 

He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke to our fathers, 
to Abraham and to his offspring forever 

You will be faithful to Jacob, 
    and show love to Abraham, 
as you pledged on oath to our ancestors 
    in days long ago (Micah 7 v 20) 
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