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Luke 21 

The widow’s offering 

21 1 Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box, 2 and he 
saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins.  3 And he said, “Truly, I tell you, this 
poor widow has put in more than all of them. 4 For they all contributed out of their 
abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.” 

Jesus foretells the destruction of the temple 

5 And while some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones and 
offerings, he said, 6 “As for these things that you see, the days will come when there will 
not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” 7 And they asked 
him, “Teacher, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when these things are 
about to take place?” 8 And he said, “See that you are not led astray. For many will come 
in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is at hand!’ Do not go after them. 9 And 
when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for these things must first take 
place, but the end will not be at once.” 

Jesus foretells wars and persecution 

10 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 
11 There will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and pestilences. And 
there will be terrors and great signs from heaven. 12 But before all this they will lay their 
hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and 
you will be brought before kings and governors for my name's sake. 13 This will be your 
opportunity to bear witness. 14 Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate beforehand 
how to answer, 15 for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your 
adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict. 16 You will be delivered up even by 
parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and some of you they will put to death. 
17 You will be hated by all for my name's sake. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 
19 By your endurance you will gain your lives. 

Jesus foretells destruction of Jerusalem 

20 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has 
come near. 21 Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are 
inside the city depart, and let not those who are out in the country enter it, 22 for these are 
days of vengeance, to fulfil all that is written. 23 Alas for women who are pregnant and for 
those who are nursing infants in those days! For there will be great distress upon the earth 
and wrath against this people. 24 They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led 
captive among all nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until 
the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 
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The coming of the Son of Man 

25 “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations 
in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26 people fainting with fear 
and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will 
be shaken. 27 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and 
great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your 
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 

The lesson of the fig tree 

29 And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30 As soon as they 
come out in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. 31 So 
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 
32 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all has taken place. 
33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

Watch yourselves 

34 “But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. 35 For 
it will come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36 But stay awake at all 
times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are going to take 
place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

37 And every day he was teaching in the temple, but at night he went out and lodged on 
the mount called Olivet. 38 And early in the morning all the people came to him in the 
temple to hear him. 

Cross References 
Matthew 24 v 1 to 28 

Jesus foretells the destruction of the temple 
 
1 Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his disciples came to point out to him the 
buildings of the temple. 2 But he answered them, “You see all these, do you not? Truly, I say to 
you, there will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” 
 
Signs of the end of the age 

3 As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, “Tell us, when 
will these things be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” 4 And 
Jesus answered them, “See that no one leads you astray. 5 For many will come in my name, 
saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will lead many astray. 6 And you will hear of wars and rumours 
of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation 
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will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes 
in various places. 8 All these are but the beginning of the birth pains. 

9 “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by all 
nations for my name's sake. 10 And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one 
another. 11 And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. 12 And because lawlessness 
will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But the one who endures to the end will be 
saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a 
testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 

The abomination of desolation 

15 “So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in 
the holy place (let the reader understand), 16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 
17 Let the one who is on the housetop not go down to take what is in his house, 18 and let the one 
who is in the field not turn back to take his cloak. 19 And alas for women who are pregnant and for 
those who are nursing infants in those days! 20 Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a 
Sabbath. 21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the 
world until now, no, and never will be. 22 And if those days had not been cut short, no human 
being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short. 23 Then if anyone 
says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. 24 For false christs and 
false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, 
even the elect. 25 See, I have told you beforehand. 26 So, if they say to you, ‘Look, he is in the 
wilderness,’ do not go out. If they say, ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. 27 For as 
the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son 
of Man. 28 Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather. 

Mark 13 v 1 to 4: And as he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, 
Teacher, what wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!” 2 And Jesus said to him, “Do you 
see these great buildings? There will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be 
thrown down.” 3 And as he sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James and 
John and Andrew asked him privately, 4 “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the 
sign when all these things are about to be accomplished?” 

2 Corinthians 9 v 7: Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

2 Corinthians 8 v 12: For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to what a person 
has, not according to what he does not have. 

Revelation 6 v 1 to 8: Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard 
one of the four living creatures say with a voice like thunder, “Come!” 2 And I looked, and 
behold, a white horse! And its rider had a bow, and a crown was given to him, and he came out 
conquering, and to conquer.  3 When he opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature 
say, “Come!” 4 And out came another horse, bright red. Its rider was permitted to take peace from 
the earth, so that people should slay one another, and he was given a great sword.  5 When he 
opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come!” And I looked, and behold, a 
black horse! And its rider had a pair of scales in his hand. 6 And I heard what seemed to be a voice 
in the midst of the four living creatures, saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts 
of barley for a denarius, and do not harm the oil and wine!”  7 When he opened the fourth seal, I 



 4 

heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, “Come!” 8 And I looked, and behold, a pale 
horse! And its rider's name was Death, and Hades followed him. And they were given authority 
over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine and with pestilence and by wild 
beasts of the earth. 

Luke 13 v 34, 35:  “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who 
are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood 
under her wings, and you were not willing! 35 Behold, your house is forsaken. And I tell you, you 
will not see me until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’” 

Luke 19 v 41 to 44:  41 And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 42 saying, 
“Would that you, even you, had known on this day the things that make for peace! But now they 
are hidden from your eyes. 43 For the days will come upon you, when your enemies will set up a 
barricade around you and surround you and hem you in on every side 44 and tear you down to the 
ground, you and your children within you. And they will not leave one stone upon another in you, 
because you did not know the time of your visitation.” 

Ezra 6 v 5: And also let the gold and silver vessels of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar 
took out of the temple that is in Jerusalem and brought to Babylon, be restored and brought back 
to the temple that is in Jerusalem, each to its place. You shall put them in the house of God. 

Matthew 23 v 16: “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it is 
nothing, but if anyone swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.’” 

Acts 6 v 13: and they set up false witnesses who said, “This man never ceases to speak words 
against this holy place and the law…” 

Jeremiah 24 v 4 to 7: Then the word of the LORD came to me: “Thus says the LORD, the God of 
Israel: Like these good figs, so I will regard as good the exiles from Judah, whom I have sent 
away from this place to the land of the Chaldeans.  I will set my eyes on them for good, and I will 
bring them back to this land. I will build them up, and not tear them down; I will plant them, and 
not pluck them up. I will give them a heart to know that I am the LORD, and they shall be my 
people and I will be their God, for they shall return to me with their whole heart…” 

Hosea 9 v 10: Like grapes in the wilderness, 
I found Israel. 
Like the first fruit on the fig tree 
in its first season, 
I saw your fathers… 

2 Peter 3 v 10 to 14: But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will 
pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and 
the works that are done on it will be exposed. Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what 
sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the 
coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the 
heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! But according to his promise we are waiting for new 
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting 
for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace.  
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