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Luke 3 
John the Baptist prepares the way 
3 1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of 
Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of 
Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of 
Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. 3 And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah 
the prophet, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight. 
5 Every valley shall be filled, 
    and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall become straight, 
    and the rough places shall become level ways, 
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

7 He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits in keeping with 
repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For 
I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 9 Even now the 
axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire.” 

10 And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 11 And he answered them, 
“Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to 
do likewise.” 12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what 
shall we do?” 13 And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.” 
14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not 
extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your 
wages.” 

15 As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 
John, whether he might be the Christ, 16 John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you 
with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not 
worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork 
is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

18 So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 19 But Herod the 
tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother's wife, and for all the 
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evil things that Herod had done, 20 added this to them all, that he locked up John in 
prison. 

21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and 
was praying, the heavens were opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily 
form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I 
am well pleased.” 

The genealogy of Jesus Christ 

23 Jesus, when he began his ministry, was about thirty years of age, being the son (as was 
supposed) of Joseph, the son of Heli, 24 the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of 
Melchi, the son of Jannai, the son of Joseph, 25 the son of Mattathias, the son of Amos, 
the son of Nahum, the son of Esli, the son of Naggai, 26 the son of Maath, the son of 
Mattathias, the son of Semein, the son of Josech, the son of Joda, 27 the son of Joanan, the 
son of Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the son of Neri, 28 the son of 
Melchi, the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, the son of Elmadam, the son of Er, 29 the son 
of Joshua, the son of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, 30 the 
son of Simeon, the son of Judah, the son of Joseph, the son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim, 
31 the son of Melea, the son of Menna, the son of Mattatha, the son of Nathan, the son of 
David, 32 the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of Sala, the son of 
Nahshon, 33 the son of Amminadab, the son of Admin, the son of Arni, the son of Hezron, 
the son of Perez, the son of Judah, 34 the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of 
Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 35 the son of Serug, the son of Reu, the son 
of Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of Shelah, 36 the son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the 
son of Shem, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, 37 the son of Methuselah, the son of 
Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Mahalaleel, the son of Cainan, 38 the son of Enos, the 
son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God. 

 
Cross References 
 
Isaiah 40 v 3 to 5: 

A voice cries: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 
    make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 
    and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
    and the rough places a plain. 
5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
    and all flesh shall see it together, 
    for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

John 1 v 23: 23 [John] said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the 
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way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 

Matthew 3 v 7: 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, 
he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?” 

John 8 v 44: 44 “You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He 
was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in 
him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” 

Acts 6 v 6: 6 These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them. 

Acts 8 v 17: 17 Then they laid their hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit. 

Acts 9 v 17: 17 So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, 
“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so 
that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 

Acts 13 v 3, 4: 3 Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off.  
4 So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to 
Cyprus. 

Acts 19 v 6: 6 And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they 
began speaking in tongues and prophesying. 

2 Corinthians 5 v 21: 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God. 

Isaiah 7 v 14: 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 

Genesis 49 v 10: 

The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, 
    nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, 
until tribute comes to him; 
    and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. 

Ruth 4 v 18 to 22: 18 Now these are the generations of Perez: Perez fathered Hezron, 19 Hezron 
fathered Ram, Ram fathered Amminadab, 20 Amminadab fathered Nahshon, Nahshon fathered 
Salmon, 21 Salmon fathered Boaz, Boaz fathered Obed, 22 Obed fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered 
David. 

2 Samuel 7 v 11 to 16: 11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will 
give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will 
make you a house. 12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise 
up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 
13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I 
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will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline 
him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, 15 but my steadfast love will not 
depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. 16 And your house and 
your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’” 

Jeremiah 22 v 24, 25, 30: 24 “As I live, declares the LORD, though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim, 
king of Judah, were the signet ring on my right hand, yet I would tear you off 25 and give you into 
the hand of those who seek your life, into the hand of those of whom you are afraid, even into the 
hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and into the hand of the Chaldeans…” 

Thus says the LORD: 
“Write this man down as childless, 
    a man who shall not succeed in his days, 
for none of his offspring shall succeed 
    in sitting on the throne of David 
    and ruling again in Judah.” 

Matthew 1 v 1 to 17: The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham. 

2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and 
his brothers, 3 and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, 
and Hezron the father of Ram, 4 and Ram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of 
Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5 and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz 
the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of David the king. 

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 7 and Solomon the father of 
Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, 8 and Asaph the 
father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, 9 and 
Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 
10 and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of 
Josiah, 11 and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to 
Babylon. 

12 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the 
father of Zerubbabel, 13 and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and 
Eliakim the father of Azor, 14 and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and 
Achim the father of Eliud, 15 and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, 
and Matthan the father of Jacob, 16 and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom 
Jesus was born, who is called Christ. 

17 So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David to the 
deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ 
fourteen generations. 
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