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Luke 4 
The temptation of Jesus 
4 1 And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in 
the wilderness 2 for forty days, being tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing during those 
days. And when they were ended, he was hungry. 3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son 
of God, command this stone to become bread.” 4 And Jesus answered him, “It is written, 
‘Man shall not live by bread alone.’” 5 And the devil took him up and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, 6 and said to him, “To you I will give all this 
authority and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will. 7 If you, 
then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 8 And Jesus answered him, “It is written, 

“‘You shall worship the Lord your God, 
    and him only shall you serve.’” 

9 And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “If 
you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10 for it is written, 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
    to guard you,’ 11 and “‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
    lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 

12 And Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
13 And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him until an opportune 
time. 

Jesus begins his ministry 

14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report about him went out 
through all the surrounding country. 15 And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified by 
all. 

Jesus rejected at Nazareth 

16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he went 
to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 17 And the scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written, 

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
    because he has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
    and recovering of sight to the blind, 
    to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” 
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20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of 
all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture 
has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 And all spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious 
words that were coming from his mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph's son?” 23 And he 
said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself.’ What 
we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.” 24 And he said, 
“Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 25 But in truth, I tell you, there 
were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years 
and six months, and a great famine came over all the land, 26 and Elijah was sent to none of 
them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 27 And there 
were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, 
but only Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were 
filled with wrath. 29 And they rose up and drove him out of the town and brought him to the 
brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. 
30 But passing through their midst, he went away. 

Jesus heals a man with an unclean demon 

31 And he went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching them on the 
Sabbath, 32 and they were astonished at his teaching, for his word possessed authority. 33 And 
in the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out 
with a loud voice, 34 “Ha! What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to 
destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” 35 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, 
“Be silent and come out of him!” And when the demon had thrown him down in their midst, 
he came out of him, having done him no harm. 36 And they were all amazed and said to one 
another, “What is this word? For with authority and power he commands the unclean spirits, 
and they come out!” 37 And reports about him went out into every place in the surrounding 
region. 

Jesus heals many 

38 And he arose and left the synagogue and entered Simon's house. Now Simon's mother-in-
law was ill with a high fever, and they appealed to him on her behalf. 39 And he stood over 
her and rebuked the fever, and it left her, and immediately she rose and began to serve them. 

40 Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with various diseases 
brought them to him, and he laid his hands on every one of them and healed them. 41 And 
demons also came out of many, crying, “You are the Son of God!” But he rebuked them and 
would not allow them to speak, because they knew that he was the Christ. 

Jesus preaches in synagogues 

42 And when it was day, he departed and went into a desolate place. And the people sought 
him and came to him, and would have kept him from leaving them, 43 but he said to them, “I 
must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well; for I was sent 
for this purpose.” 44 And he was preaching in the synagogues of Judea. 
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Cross References 
 
Deuteronomy 8 v 3: And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did 
not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know that man does not live by bread 
alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. 

Isaiah 14 v 13, 14:  

You said in your heart, 
    ‘I will ascend to heaven; 
above the stars of God 
    I will set my throne on high; 
I will sit on the mount of assembly 
    in the far reaches of the north; 
14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; 
    I will make myself like the Most High.’ 

Deuteronomy 6 v 13: It is the LORD your God you shall fear. Him you shall serve and by his name 
you shall swear. 

Psalm 91 v 11, 12:   

For he will command his angels concerning you 
    to guard you in all your ways. 
12 On their hands they will bear you up, 
    lest you strike your foot against a stone. 

Deuteronomy 6 v 16: “You shall not put the LORD your God to the test, as you tested him at Massah. 

Hebrews 2 v 18: For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are 
being tempted. 

Hebrews 4 v 15: For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

Isaiah 61 v 1, 2: 

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
    because the LORD has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor; 
    he has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
    and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 
2 to proclaim the year of the LORD's favour, 
    and the day of vengeance of our God… 

1 Kings 17 v 1, 8 to 16: Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the LORD, 
the God of Israel, lives, before whom I stand, there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except 
by my word…” 8 Then the word of the LORD came to him, 9 “Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to 
Sidon, and dwell there. Behold, I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10 So he arose and 
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went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there gathering 
sticks. And he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.” 11 And as 
she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” 12 And 
she said, “As the LORD your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of flour in a jar and a 
little oil in a jug. And now I am gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for myself 
and my son, that we may eat it and die.” 13 And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have 
said. But first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterward make something for 
yourself and your son. 14 For thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall not be spent, 
and the jug of oil shall not be empty, until the day that the LORD sends rain upon the earth.’” 15 And 
she went and did as Elijah said. And she and he and her household ate for many days. 16 The jar of 
flour was not spent, neither did the jug of oil become empty, according to the word of the LORD that 
he spoke by Elijah. 

James 5 v 17, 18: 17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not 
rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18 Then he prayed again, and 
heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit. 

2 Kings 5 v 1 to 14: Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great man with his 
master and in high favour, because by him the LORD had given victory to Syria. He was a mighty man 
of valour, but he was a leper.  2 Now the Syrians on one of their raids had carried off a little girl from 
the land of Israel, and she worked in the service of Naaman's wife. 3 She said to her mistress, “Would 
that my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” 4 So 
Naaman went in and told his lord, “Thus and so spoke the girl from the land of Israel.” 5 And the king 
of Syria said, “Go now, and I will send a letter to the king of Israel.” So he went, taking with him ten 
talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten changes of clothing. 6 And he brought the letter 
to the king of Israel, which read, “When this letter reaches you, know that I have sent to you Naaman 
my servant, that you may cure him of his leprosy.” 7 And when the king of Israel read the letter, he 
tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man sends word to me to cure 
a man of his leprosy? Only consider, and see how he is seeking a quarrel with me.” 8 But when Elisha 
the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent to the king, saying, “Why 
have you torn your clothes? Let him come now to me, that he may know that there is a prophet in 
Israel.” 9 So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and stood at the door of Elisha's house. 10 And 
Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall 
be restored, and you shall be clean.” 11 But Naaman was angry and went away, saying, “Behold, I 
thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call upon the name of the LORD his God, 
and wave his hand over the place and cure the leper. 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of 
Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” So he turned 
and went away in a rage. 13 But his servants came near and said to him, “My father, it is a great word 
the prophet has spoken to you; will you not do it? Has he actually said to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 
14 So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of 
God, and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. 
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