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Matthew 17 
 
The transfiguration 

17  1 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them up a 
high mountain by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and 
his clothes became white as light. 3 And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with 
him. 4 And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, 
one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 5 He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud 
overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased; listen to him.” 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. 7 But 
Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” 8 And when they lifted up their eyes, they 
saw no one but Jesus only. 
 
9 And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the 
Son of Man is raised from the dead.” 10 And the disciples asked him, “Then why do the scribes say that 
first Elijah must come?” 11 He answered, “Elijah does come, and he will restore all things. 12 But I tell you 
that Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but did to him whatever they pleased. So 
also the Son of Man will certainly suffer at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples understood that he was 
speaking to them of John the Baptist. 

Jesus heals a boy with a demon 

14 And when they came to the crowd, a man came up to him and, kneeling before him, 15 said, “Lord, have 
mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and he suffers terribly. For often he falls into the fire, and often 
into the water. 16 And I brought him to your disciples, and they could not heal him.” 17 And Jesus 
answered, “O faithless and twisted generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with 
you? Bring him here to me.” 18 And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him, and the boy was 
healed instantly. 19 Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not cast it out?” 
20 He said to them, “Because of your little faith. For truly, I say to you, if you have faith like a grain of 
mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move, and nothing will 
be impossible for you.” 

Jesus again foretells his death and resurrection 

22 As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the 
hands of men, 23 and they will kill him, and he will be raised on the third day.” And they were greatly 
distressed. 

The temple tax 

24 When they came to Capernaum, the collectors of the two-drachma tax went up to Peter and said, “Does 
your teacher not pay the tax?” 25 He said, “Yes.” And when he came into the house, Jesus spoke to him 
first, saying, “What do you think, Simon? From whom do kings of the earth take toll or tax? From their 
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sons or from others?” 26 And when he said, “From others,” Jesus said to him, “Then the sons are free. 
27 However, not to give offense to them, go to the sea and cast a hook and take the first fish that comes up, 
and when you open its mouth you will find a shekel.  Take that and give it to them for me and for 
yourself.” 

 

Cross References 
 
Romans 12 v 2: Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind…  

2 Corinthians 3 v 18: And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another.  

Isaiah 6 v 5: And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” 

Revelation 1 v 17: When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead… 

1 John 2 v 28: And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have confidence 
and not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 

Jude v 9: But when the archangel Michael, contending with the devil, was disputing about the body of 
Moses…  

2 Kings 2 v 11: And as they still went on and talked, behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire separated 
the two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven… 

1 Thessalonians 4 v 16, 17: For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with 
the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 
in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord… 

Revelation 11 v 3 to 6: And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 
days, clothed in sackcloth. These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord 
of the earth. And if anyone would harm them, fire pours from their mouth and consumes their foes. If 
anyone would harm them, this is how he is doomed to be killed. They have the power to shut the sky, that 
no rain may fall during the days of their prophesying, and they have power over the waters to turn them 
into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague, as often as they desire… 

Luke 9 v 30, 31: And behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, who appeared in glory 
and spoke of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem…  

2 Peter 1 v 16 to 19: For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For when he 
received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, 
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“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” we ourselves heard this very voice borne from 
heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. And we have the prophetic word more fully 
confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day 
dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts… 

Malachi 4 v 5: “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the Lord 
comes…” 

Luke 1 v 17: “… and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people 
prepared.” 

Luke 24 v 1 to 9: But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices 
they had prepared.  And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in they did 
not find the body of the Lord Jesus.  While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by 
them in dazzling apparel.  And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said 
to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead?  He is not here, but has risen.  Remember how he 
told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men 
and be crucified and on the third day rise.”  And they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb 
they told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 
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