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Matthew 18 
 
Who is the greatest? 

18  1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 
2 And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3 and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you 
turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever humbles himself 
like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
 
5 “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6 but whoever causes one of these little ones 
who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and 
to be drowned in the depth of the sea. 

Temptations to sin 

7 “Woe to the world for temptations to sin!  For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one 
by whom the temptation comes! 8 And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it 
away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into 
the eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to 
enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire. 
 
The parable of the lost sheep 

10 “See that you do not despise one of these little ones.  For I tell you that in heaven their angels always 
see the face of my Father who is in heaven. 11 For the Son of Man came to save the lost. 12 What do you 
think?  If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine 
on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? 13 And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he 
rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14 So it is not the will of my Father 
who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish. 

If your brother sins against you 

15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to 
you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that 
every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to 
them, tell it to the church.  And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and 
a tax collector. 18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about 
anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered 
in my name, there am I among them.” 
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The parable of the unforgiving servant 

21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive 
him? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times 
seven. 

23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 
servants. 24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 And 
since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, 
and payment to be made. 26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I 
will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave 
him the debt. 28 But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 
hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow 
servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 He refused and 
went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken 
place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 
32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt 
because you pleaded with me. 33 And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had 
mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 
35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your 
heart.” 

Cross References 
 
Acts 12 v 15: They said to her, “You are out of your mind.” But she kept insisting that it was so, and they 
kept saying, “It is his angel!” 

Hebrews 1 v 14: Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are to 
inherit salvation? 

2 Samuel 12 v 22, 23: [David] said, “While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept, for I said, ‘Who 
knows whether the Lord will be gracious to me, that the child may live?’ But now he is dead. Why should 
I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he will not return to me.” 

Job 42 v 13: And the Lord blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning. And he had 14,000 
sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 yoke of oxen, and 1,000 female donkeys. He had also seven sons and three 
daughters. 

Job 1 v 1 to 3: There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and that man was blameless and 
upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil. There were born to him seven sons and three 
daughters. He possessed 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, and 500 female donkeys, and very 
many servants, so that this man was the greatest of all the people of the east. 
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Psalm 41 v 9:  

Even my close friend in whom I trusted,       
 who ate my bread, has lifted his heel against me… 

Romans 12 v 9b: Hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 

Galatians 6 v 1: Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore 
him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 

Matthew 16 v 18 to 20: “And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever 
you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven…”  

Matthew 12 v 29: “Or how can someone enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first 
binds the strong man? Then indeed he may plunder his house…” 

Romans 5 v 5: … and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

Matthew 6 v 12 to 15:  

“…and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you do not 
forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses… 

Leviticus 25 v 1 to 5: The Lord spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying, “Speak to the people of Israel 
and say to them, When you come into the land that I give you, the land shall keep a Sabbath to the Lord. 
For six years you shall sow your field, and for six years you shall prune your vineyard and gather in its 
fruits, but in the seventh year there shall be a Sabbath of solemn rest for the land, a Sabbath to the Lord. 
You shall not sow your field or prune your vineyard. You shall not reap what grows of itself in your 
harvest, or gather the grapes of your undressed vine. It shall be a year of solemn rest for the land. 

2 Chronicles 36 v 20, 21: He took into exile in Babylon those who had escaped from the sword, and they 
became servants to him and to his sons until the establishment of the kingdom of Persia, to fulfill the word 
of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed its Sabbaths. All the days that it lay 
desolate it kept Sabbath, to fulfill seventy years. 

Daniel 9 v 24: “Seventy weeks are decreed about your people and your holy city, to finish the 
transgression, to put an end to sin, and to atone for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal 
both vision and prophet, and to anoint a most holy place…” 
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