Revelation 13

The first beast

13 ' And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on
its horns and blasphemous names on its heads. 2 And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its
feet were like a bear's, and its mouth was like a lion's mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power
and his throne and great authority. *> One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its
mortal wound was healed, and the whole earth marvelled as they followed the beast. * And they
worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast,
saying, “Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?”

> And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed
to exercise authority for forty-two months. ® It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God,
blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in heaven. ” Also it was allowed
to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was given it over every tribe and
people and language and nation, ® and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose
name has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who
was slain. ° If anyone has an ear, let him hear:

101f anyone is to be taken captive,
to captivity he goes;
if anyone is to be slain with the sword,
with the sword must he be slain. (See Jeremiah 15 v 2.)

Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints.

The second beast

"' Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like a
dragon. '? It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes the earth and its
inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed. ' It performs great signs,
even making fire come down from heaven to earth in front of people, '* and by the signs that it is
allowed to work in the presence of the beast it deceives those who dwell on earth, telling them to
make an image for the beast that was wounded by the sword and yet lived. !> And it was allowed
to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast might even speak and
might cause those who would not worship the image of the beast to be slain. '° Also it causes all,
both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked on the right hand or
the forehead, !” so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, the name of the
beast or the number of its name. '® This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding
calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man, and his number is 666.



Cross References

1 John 2 v 18, 22: ¥ Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now
many antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour... 22 Who is the liar but he who
denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son.

Daniel 8 v 23: 23 And at the latter end of their kingdom, when the transgressors have reached their limit, a
king of bold face, one who understands riddles, shall arise.

Daniel 9 v 26: 2° And after the sixty-two weeks, an anointed one shall be cut off and shall have nothing.
And the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. Its end shall come
with a flood, and to the end there shall be war. Desolations are decreed.

John 5 v 43: T have come in my Father's name, and you do not receive me. If another comes in his own
name, you will receive him.

2 Thessalonians 2 v 3, 4: * Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the
rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, * who opposes and
exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of
God, proclaiming himself to be God.

Psalm 89 v 8, 9:
O LORD God of hosts,
who is mighty as you are, O LORD,
with your faithfulness all around you?
?You rule the raging of the sea;
when its waves rise, you still them.

Revelation 12 v 3: 3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads
and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems.

Daniel 7 v 1 to 8, 19 to 27: In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream and
visions of his head as he lay in his bed. Then he wrote down the dream and told the sum of the matter.
?Daniel declared, “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the
great sea. > And four great beasts came up out of the sea, different from one another. * The first was like a
lion and had eagles' wings. Then as I looked its wings were plucked off, and it was lifted up from the
ground and made to stand on two feet like a man, and the mind of a man was given to it. > And behold,
another beast, a second one, like a bear. It was raised up on one side. It had three ribs in its mouth between
its teeth; and it was told, ‘Arise, devour much flesh.” ¢ After this I looked, and behold, another, like a
leopard, with four wings of a bird on its back. And the beast had four heads, and dominion was given to it.
7 After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, terrifying and dreadful and exceedingly
strong. It had great iron teeth; it devoured and broke in pieces and stamped what was left with its feet. It
was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns. *I considered the horns, and
behold, there came up among them another horn, a little one, before which three of the first horns were
plucked up by the roots. And behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking
great things.

19“Then I desired to know the truth about the fourth beast, which was different from all the rest,
exceedingly terrifying, with its teeth of iron and claws of bronze, and which devoured and broke in pieces
and stamped what was left with its feet, 2° and about the ten horns that were on its head, and the other horn



that came up and before which three of them fell, the horn that had eyes and a mouth that spoke great
things, and that seemed greater than its companions. 2! As I looked, this horn made war with the saints and
prevailed over them, *? until the Ancient of Days came, and judgment was given for the saints of the Most
High, and the time came when the saints possessed the kingdom.

2 “Thus he said: ‘As for the fourth beast,

there shall be a fourth kingdom on earth,
which shall be different from all the kingdoms,

and it shall devour the whole earth,
and trample it down, and break it to pieces.

24 As for the ten horns,

out of this kingdom ten kings shall arise,
and another shall arise after them;

he shall be different from the former ones,
and shall put down three kings.

23 He shall speak words against the Most High,
and shall wear out the saints of the Most High,
and shall think to change the times and the law;

and they shall be given into his hand
for a time, times, and half a time.

26 But the court shall sit in judgment,
and his dominion shall be taken away,
to be consumed and destroyed to the end.

27 And the kingdom and the dominion
and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven
shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High;

his kingdom shall be an everlasting kingdom,
and all dominions shall serve and obey him.’

Matthew 16 v 18: '* And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it.

Revelation 16 v 13: > And I saw, coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast
and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs.

Revelation 19 v 20: 2° And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence had
done the signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who

worshiped its image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur.

Revelation 20 v 10: '°and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur
where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

Revelation 14 v 1: ! Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000
who had his name and his Father's name written on their foreheads.

Ezekiel 9 v 4: And the LORD said to him, “Pass through the city, through Jerusalem, and put a mark on
the foreheads of the men who sigh and groan over all the abominations that are committed in it.”

1 Kings 10 v 14: '*Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one year was 666 talents of gold...



