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Revelation 17 and 18
The fall of religious Babylon

17 1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I will
show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is seated on many waters, 2 with whom the
kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality, and with the wine of whose sexual
immorality the dwellers on earth have become drunk.” 3 And he carried me away in the Spirit into
a wilderness, and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous names,
and it had seven heads and ten horns. 4 The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and
adorned with gold and jewels and pearls, holding in her hand a golden cup full of abominations
and the impurities of her sexual immorality. 5 And on her forehead was written a name of
mystery: “Babylon the great, mother of prostitutes and of earth's abominations.” 6 And I saw the
woman, drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.

When I saw her, I marvelled greatly. 7 But the angel said to me, “Why do you marvel? I will tell
you the mystery of the woman, and of the beast with seven heads and ten horns that carries her.
8 The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to rise from the bottomless pit and go to
destruction. And the dwellers on earth whose names have not been written in the book of life
from the foundation of the world will marvel to see the beast, because it was and is not and is to
come. 9 This calls for a mind with wisdom: the seven heads are seven mountains on which the
woman is seated; 10 they are also seven kings, five of whom have fallen, one is, the other has not
yet come, and when he does come he must remain only a little while. 11 As for the beast that was
and is not, it is an eighth but it belongs to the seven, and it goes to destruction. 12 And the ten
horns that you saw are ten kings who have not yet received royal power, but they are to receive
authority as kings for one hour, together with the beast. 13 These are of one mind, and they hand
over their power and authority to the beast. 14 They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb
will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and
chosen and faithful.”

15 And the angel said to me, “The waters that you saw, where the prostitute is seated, are peoples
and multitudes and nations and languages. 16 And the ten horns that you saw, they and the beast
will hate the prostitute. They will make her desolate and naked, and devour her flesh and burn her
up with fire, 17 for God has put it into their hearts to carry out his purpose by being of one mind
and handing over their royal power to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled. 18 And the
woman that you saw is the great city that has dominion over the kings of the earth.”

The fall of commercial Babylon

18 1 After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the
earth was made bright with his glory. 2 And he called out with a mighty voice,

“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great!
She has become a dwelling place for demons,

a haunt for every unclean spirit,
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a haunt for every unclean bird,
a haunt for every unclean and detestable beast.

3 For all nations have drunk
the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality,

and the kings of the earth have committed immorality with her,
and the merchants of the earth have grown rich from the power of her luxurious living.”

4 Then I heard another voice from heaven saying,

“Come out of her, my people,
lest you take part in her sins,

lest you share in her plagues;
5 for her sins are heaped high as heaven,

and God has remembered her iniquities.
6 Pay her back as she herself has paid back others,

and repay her double for her deeds;
mix a double portion for her in the cup she mixed.

7 As she glorified herself and lived in luxury,
so give her a like measure of torment and mourning,

since in her heart she says,
‘I sit as a queen,

I am no widow,
and mourning I shall never see.’

8 For this reason her plagues will come in a single day,
death and mourning and famine,

and she will be burned up with fire;
for mighty is the Lord God who has judged her.”

9 And the kings of the earth, who committed sexual immorality and lived in luxury with her, will
weep and wail over her when they see the smoke of her burning. 10 They will stand far off, in fear
of her torment, and say,

“Alas! Alas! You great city,
you mighty city, Babylon!

For in a single hour your judgment has come.”

11 And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn for her, since no one buys their cargo
anymore, 12 cargo of gold, silver, jewels, pearls, fine linen, purple cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, all
kinds of scented wood, all kinds of articles of ivory, all kinds of articles of costly wood, bronze,
iron and marble, 13 cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour, wheat,
cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and slaves, that is, human souls.

14 “The fruit for which your soul longed
has gone from you,

and all your delicacies and your splendours
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are lost to you,
never to be found again!”

15 The merchants of these wares, who gained wealth from her, will stand far off, in fear of her
torment, weeping and mourning aloud,

16 “Alas, alas, for the great city
that was clothed in fine linen,

in purple and scarlet,
adorned with gold,

with jewels, and with pearls!
17 For in a single hour all this wealth has been laid waste.”

And all shipmasters and seafaring men, sailors and all whose trade is on the sea, stood far off
18 and cried out as they saw the smoke of her burning,

“What city was like the great city?”

19 And they threw dust on their heads as they wept and mourned, crying out,

“Alas, alas, for the great city
where all who had ships at sea
grew rich by her wealth!

For in a single hour she has been laid waste.
20 Rejoice over her, O heaven,

and you saints and apostles and prophets,
for God has given judgment for you against her!”

21 Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying,

“So will Babylon the great city be thrown down with violence,
and will be found no more;

22 and the sound of harpists and musicians, of flute players and trumpeters,
will be heard in you no more,

and a craftsman of any craft
will be found in you no more,

and the sound of the mill
will be heard in you no more,

23 and the light of a lamp
will shine in you no more,

and the voice of bridegroom and bride
will be heard in you no more,

for your merchants were the great ones of the earth,
and all nations were deceived by your sorcery.

24 And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints,
and of all who have been slain on earth.”
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Cross References
Revelation 14 v 8: 8 Another angel, a second, followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she
who made all nations drink the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality.”

Revelation 16 v 19: 19 The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and God
remembered Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup of the wine of the fury of his wrath.

Genesis 11 v 1 to 9: Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2 And as people migrated
from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3 And they said to one another,
“Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for
mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and
let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” 5 And the LORD
came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of man had built. 6 And the LORD said,
“Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is only the beginning of what they
will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go down and
there confuse their language, so that they may not understand one another's speech.” 8 So the LORD
dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. 9 Therefore its
name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all the earth. And from there the
LORD dispersed them over the face of all the earth.

Revelation 13 v 1: And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten
diadems on its horns and blasphemous names on its heads.

Jeremiah 51 v 7:

Babylon was a golden cup in the LORD's hand,
making all the earth drunken;

the nations drank of her wine;
therefore the nations went mad.

Daniel 2 v 35: Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold, all together were broken in
pieces, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, so that
not a trace of them could be found. But the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled
the whole earth.

Isaiah 10 v 5, 6:

5 Ah, Assyria, the rod of my anger;
the staff in their hands is my fury!

6 Against a godless nation I send him,
and against the people of my wrath I command him,

to take spoil and seize plunder,
and to tread them down like the mire of the streets.

Micah 5 v 5, 6:

When the Assyrian comes into our land
and treads in our palaces,

then we will raise against him seven shepherds
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and eight princes of men;
6 they shall shepherd the land of Assyria with the sword,

and the land of Nimrod at its entrances;
and he shall deliver us from the Assyrian

when he comes into our land
and treads within our border.

2 Thessalonians 2 v 3, 4: 3 Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the
rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 4 who opposes and
exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of
God, proclaiming himself to be God.

Leviticus 22 v 13: 13 But if a priest's daughter is widowed or divorced and has no child and returns to her
father's house, as in her youth, she may eat of her father's food; yet no lay person shall eat of it.

Lamentations 1 v 1:

How lonely sits the city
that was full of people!

How like a widow has she become,
she who was great among the nations!

She who was a princess among the provinces
has become a slave.


