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Revelation 20 
The Thousand Years 

20 1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the 
bottomless pit and a great chain. 2 And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil 
and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, 3 and threw him into the pit, and shut it and 
sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years 
were ended. After that he must be released for a little while. 

4 Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was 
committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and 
for the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not 
received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for 
a thousand years. 5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. 
This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! 
Over such the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they 
will reign with him for a thousand years. 

The defeat of Satan 

7 And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will come 
out to deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them 
for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea. 9 And they marched up over the broad plain of 
the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire came down from 
heaven and consumed them, 10 and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of 
fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and 
night forever and ever. 

Judgment before the Great White Throne 

11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky 
fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing 
before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of 
life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had 
done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who 
were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. 14 Then 
Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 
15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of 
fire. 
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Cross References 
Revelation 4 v 4: Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four 
elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads. 
 
Matthew 19 v 28: Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit 
on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. 
 
1 Corinthians 6 v 2, 3: 2 Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world is to be 
judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases? 3 Do you not know that we are to judge angels? 
How much more, then, matters pertaining to this life! 
 
John 5 v 25 to 29: 25 “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear 
the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has 
granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to execute judgment, 
because he is the Son of Man. 28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the 
tombs will hear his voice 29 and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those 
who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. 
 
Isaiah 2 v 2 to 5:  

It shall come to pass in the latter days 
    that the mountain of the house of the LORD 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
    and shall be lifted up above the hills; 
and all the nations shall flow to it, 
3     and many peoples shall come, and say: 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
    to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways 
    and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go the law, 
    and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4 He shall judge between the nations, 
    and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 
and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
    and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
    neither shall they learn war anymore. 

5 O house of Jacob, 
    come, let us walk 
    in the light of the LORD. 
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Isaiah 11 v 1 to 9:  

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
    and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 
    the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    the Spirit of counsel and might, 
    the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3 And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
    or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
    and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
    and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 

6 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
    and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 
    and a little child shall lead them. 
7 The cow and the bear shall graze; 
    their young shall lie down together; 
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 
    and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den. 
9 They shall not hurt or destroy 
    in all my holy mountain; 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
    as the waters cover the sea. 

Ezekiel 37 v 24 to 28: 24 “My servant David shall be king over them, and they shall all have one shepherd. 
They shall walk in my rules and be careful to obey my statutes. 25 They shall dwell in the land that I gave 
to my servant Jacob, where your fathers lived. They and their children and their children's children shall 
dwell there forever, and David my servant shall be their prince forever. 26 I will make a covenant of peace 
with them. It shall be an everlasting covenant with them. And I will set them in their land and multiply 
them, and will set my sanctuary in their midst forevermore. 27 My dwelling place shall be with them, and I 
will be their God, and they shall be my people. 28 Then the nations will know that I am the LORD who 
sanctifies Israel, when my sanctuary is in their midst forevermore.” 
 
Isaiah 65 v 20 to 25: 
 
20 No more shall there be in it 
    an infant who lives but a few days, 
    or an old man who does not fill out his days, 
for the young man shall die a hundred years old, 
    and the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed. 
21 They shall build houses and inhabit them; 
    they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
22 They shall not build and another inhabit; 
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    they shall not plant and another eat; 
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 
    and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
23 They shall not labour in vain 
    or bear children for calamity,  
for they shall be the offspring of the blessed of the LORD, 
    and their descendants with them. 
24 Before they call I will answer; 
    while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
25 The wolf and the lamb shall graze together; 
    the lion shall eat straw like the ox, 
    and dust shall be the serpent's food. 
They shall not hurt or destroy 
    in all my holy mountain,” 
says the LORD. 
 
 
Luke 1 v 30 to 33: 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 
32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there 
will be no end.” 
 
Jeremiah 17 v 9:  
 

The heart is deceitful above all things, 
    and desperately sick; 
    who can understand it? 

 
2 Corinthians 5 v 10: For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may 
receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 
 
Matthew 25 v 31, 32: “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will 
sit on his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one 
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats… 
 
Daniel 12 v 1 to 3: “At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And 
there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time. But at that 
time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the book. 2 And many 
of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt. 3 And those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; and those 
who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. 
 
Philippians 4 v 3: Yes, I ask you also, true companion, help these women, who have labored side by side 
with me in the gospel together with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the 
book of life. 
 
Revelation 3 v 5: 5 The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will never blot his 
name out of the book of life. I will confess his name before my Father and before his angels. 
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Revelation 13 v 8: … and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been 
written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain. 
 
Revelation 21 v 27: But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, 
but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life. 
 
1 Peter 3 v 18: For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring 
us to God… 
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