Revelation 21 and 22

The new Heaven and the new earth

21 ! Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. > And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from
the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and
they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor
crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”

> And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said,
“Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” ® And he said to me, “It is done! I am
the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of
the water of life without payment. ’ The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be
his God and he will be my son. ® But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for
murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake
that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”

The new Jerusalem

? Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues and
spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.” ' And he carried
me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming
down out of heaven from God, '! having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like
a jasper, clear as crystal. '2It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve
angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed— '* on
the east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three gates.
14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve names of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb.

15 And the one who spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city and its gates
and walls. ' The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width. And he measured the city
with his rod, 12,000 stadia. Its length and width and height are equal. !” He also measured its wall,
144 cubits by human measurement, which is also an angel's measurement. '® The wall was built of
jasper, while the city was pure gold, like clear glass. '° The foundations of the wall of the city
were adorned with every kind of jewel. The first was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate,
the fourth emerald, ?° the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl,
the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. 2! And the
twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of the city
was pure gold, like transparent glass.

22 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb.
23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and



its lamp is the Lamb. ?* By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring
their glory into it, 2° and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there.
26 They will bring into it the glory and the honour of the nations. >’ But nothing unclean will ever

enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the
Lamb's book of life.

The river of life

22 ! Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the
throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of
the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of
the tree were for the healing of the nations. * No longer will there be anything accursed, but the
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. * They will see his
face, and his name will be on their foreheads. > And night will be no more. They will need no
light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.

Jesus is coming

% And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits
of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.”

7«And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this
book.”

81, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell
down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, ° but he said to me, “You must
not do that! [ am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the prophets, and with those who
keep the words of this book. Worship God.”

10 And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near.
et the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do right, and the
holy still be holy.”

12«Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what he
has done. '*T am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”

14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and
that they may enter the city by the gates. '° Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually
immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.

16«1, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root
and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”

17 The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one
who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.



181 warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them,
God will add to him the plagues described in this book, '° and if anyone takes away from the
words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the
holy city, which are described in this book.

20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!

2I'The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.

Cross References

Isaiah 65 v 17:

17«See, I will create
new heavens and a new earth.

The former things will not be remembered,
nor will they come to mind.

2 Peter 3 v 11 to 13: ! Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to
be? You ought to live holy and godly lives '?as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming.
That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.

13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where
righteousness dwells.

1 John 5v 4,5: ... for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome
the world, even our faith. > Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the
Son of God.

Isaiah 57 v 20:

But the wicked are like the tossing sea,
which cannot rest,
whose waves cast up mire and mud.

Revelation 13 v 1: The dragon stood on the shore of the sea. And I saw a beast coming out of the sea. It
had ten horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on its horns, and on each head a blasphemous name.

Revelation 20 v 13: The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that
were in them, and each person was judged according to what they had done.

2 Corinthians 5 v 17: Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: the old has gone, the
new is here!

Ephesians 2 v 19, 20: Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with
God’s people and also members of his household, 2° built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.

Exodus 28 v 15 to 21: ' “Fashion a breastpiece for making decisions—the work of skilled hands. Make it
like the ephod: of gold, and of blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and of finely twisted linen. It is to be



square—a span long and a span wide—and folded double. !” Then mount four rows of precious stones on
it. The first row shall be carnelian, chrysolite and beryl; '® the second row shall be turquoise, lapis lazuli
and emerald; '° the third row shall be jacinth, agate and amethyst; *° the fourth row shall be topaz, onyx
and jasper. Mount them in gold filigree settings. 2! There are to be twelve stones, one for each of the
names of the sons of Israel, each engraved like a seal with the name of one of the twelve tribes.

Psalm 46 v 4:

* There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy place where the Most High dwells...

Isaiah 48 v 18:

¥1f only you had paid attention to my commands,
your peace would have been like a river,
your well-being like the waves of the sea.

Zechariah 14 v 8:  On that day living water will flow out from Jerusalem, half of it east to the Dead Sea
and half of it west to the Mediterranean Sea, in summer and in winter.

Exodus 33 v 20 to 23: 2° But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.”?! Then
the LORD said, “There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. 2> When my glory passes by, I
will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 2* Then I will remove
my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen.”

2 Corinthians 4 v 6: For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our
hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.

1 Corinthians 13 v 12: For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face.
Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

Matthew 24 v 44: So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do
not expect him.

Isaiah 41 v 4:
Who has done this and carried it through,
calling forth the generations from the beginning?
I, the LORD—with the first of them
and with the last—I am he.”

Isaiah 11 v 1:

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;
from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.

Numbers 24 v17:

A star will come out of Jacob;
a scepter will rise out of Israel.



