Romans 1

Greeting

1 ! Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God,
2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures,  concerning
his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh * and was declared to be
the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, ° through whom we have received grace and apostleship to
bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations,

% including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,

"To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Paul’s longing to visit Rome

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is
proclaimed in all the world. ° For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the
gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I mention you '° always in my prayers, asking that
somehow by God's will I may now at last succeed in coming to you. ! For I long to see
you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you— '? that is, that we
may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith, both yours and mine. '* I do not want
you to be unaware, brothers, that I have often intended to come to you (but thus far have
been prevented), in order that I may reap some harvest among you as well as among the
rest of the Gentiles. '*1 am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the
wise and to the foolish. '* So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in
Rome.

The righteous shall live by faith

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. ! For in it the righteousness of God
is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”

God's wrath on unrighteousness

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. ' For what can
be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 2 For his
invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they
are without excuse. 2! For although they knew God, they did not honour him as God or
give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were



darkened. > Claiming to be wise, they became fools, >* and exchanged the glory of the
immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping
things.

24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonouring
of their bodies among themselves, 2° because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie
and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever!
Amen.

%% For this reason God gave them up to dishonourable passions. For their women
exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; >’ and the men likewise
gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another,
men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for
their error.

28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased
mind to do what ought not to be done. % They were filled with all manner of
unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit,
maliciousness. They are gossips, *° slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful,
inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 3! foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. *> Though
they know God's righteous decree that those who practise such things deserve to die, they
not only do them but give approval to those who practise them.

Cross References

Acts 20 v 2, 3: When the uproar had ended, Paul sent for the disciples and, after encouraging
them, said goodbye and set out for Macedonia. 2 He travelled through that area, speaking many
words of encouragement to the people, and finally arrived in Greece, 3 where he stayed three
months. Because some Jews had plotted against him just as he was about to sail for Syria, he
decided to go back through Macedonia.

Romans 16 v 1, 23: I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the church in Cenchreae...
Gaius, whose hospitality I and the whole church here enjoy, sends you his greetings. Erastus,
who is the city’s director of public works, and our brother Quartus send you their greetings.

1 Corinthians 1 v 14: | thank God that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius...

Acts 21 v 10 to 14: '° After we had been there a number of days, a prophet named Agabus came
down from Judea. '' Coming over to us, he took Paul’s belt, tied his own hands and feet with it
and said, “The Holy Spirit says, ‘In this way the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem will bind the owner
of this belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles.”” !> When we heard this, we and the people
there pleaded with Paul not to go up to Jerusalem. '3 Then Paul answered, “Why are you weeping
and breaking my heart? I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name
of the Lord Jesus.” '* When he would not be dissuaded, we gave up and said, “The Lord’s will be
done.”



Acts 9 v 5, 6: ° And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are
persecuting. ¢ But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.”

2 Corinthians 10 v 6: And we will be ready to punish every act of disobedience, once your
obedience is complete.

2 Timothy 4 v 6: For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my
departure is near.

Matthew 15 v 24: He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.”

Matthew 10 v 5, 6: These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go
among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. ° Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel.

Habakkuk 2 v 4b: ... but the righteous person will live by his faithfulness

Galatians 3 v 1 to 3: You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes
Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified. I would like to learn just one thing from you:
Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by believing what you heard? * Are you so
foolish? After beginning by means of the Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means of the
flesh?... ' Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for “The righteous
shall live by faith.”

Hosea 4 v 17:

Ephraim is joined to idols;
leave him alone!

Genesis 3 v 5: “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will
be like God, knowing good and evil.”
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