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Romans 2 v 1 to 3 v 20 
God's righteous judgment 

2 1 Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing 
judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practise the very 
same things. 2 We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practise such 
things. 3 Do you suppose, O man—you who judge those who practise such things and yet 
do them yourself—that you will escape the judgment of God? 4 Or do you presume on the 
riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's kindness is 
meant to lead you to repentance? 5 But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are 
storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be 
revealed. 

6 He will render to each one according to his works: 7 to those who by patience in well-
doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, he will give eternal life; 8 but for those 
who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be 
wrath and fury. 9 There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does 
evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, 10 but glory and honour and peace for everyone who 
does good, the Jew first and also the Greek. 11 For God shows no partiality. 

God's judgment and the law 

12 For all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and all who 
have sinned under the law will be judged by the law. 13 For it is not the hearers of the law 
who are righteous before God, but the doers of the law who will be justified. 14 For when 
Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to 
themselves, even though they do not have the law. 15 They show that the work of the law 
is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting 
thoughts accuse or even excuse them 16 on that day when, according to my gospel, God 
judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus. 

17 But if you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law and boast in God 18 and know his will 
and approve what is excellent, because you are instructed from the law; 19 and if you are 
sure that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 20 an 
instructor of the foolish, a teacher of children, having in the law the embodiment of 
knowledge and truth— 21 you then who teach others, do you not teach yourself? While 
you preach against stealing, do you steal? 22 You who say that one must not commit 
adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 23 You who 
boast in the law dishonour God by breaking the law. 24 For, as it is written, “The name of 
God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.” 

25 For circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the law, but if you break the law, your 
circumcision becomes uncircumcision. 26 So, if a man who is uncircumcised keeps the 
precepts of the law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? 27 Then he 
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who is physically uncircumcised but keeps the law will condemn you who have the 
written code and circumcision but break the law. 28 For no one is a Jew who is merely one 
outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical. 29 But a Jew is one inwardly, and 
circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from 
man but from God. 

God's righteousness upheld 

3 1 Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision? 2 Much in 
every way. To begin with, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God. 3 What if 
some were unfaithful? Does their faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of God? 4 By no 
means! Let God be true though everyone were a liar, as it is written, 

“That you may be justified in your words, 
    and prevail when you are judged.” 

5 But if our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousness of God, what shall we say? 
That God is unrighteous to inflict wrath on us? (I speak in a human way.) 6 By no means! 
For then how could God judge the world? 7 But if through my lie God's truth abounds to 
his glory, why am I still being condemned as a sinner? 8 And why not do evil that good 
may come?—as some people slanderously charge us with saying. Their condemnation is 
just. 

No one is righteous 

9 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that 
all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, 10 as it is written: 

“None is righteous, no, not one; 
11     no one understands; 
    no one seeks for God. 
12 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; 
    no one does good, 
    not even one.” 
13 “Their throat is an open grave; 
    they use their tongues to deceive.” 
“The venom of asps is under their lips.” 
14     “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” 
15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 
16     in their paths are ruin and misery, 
17 and the way of peace they have not known.” 
18     “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so 
that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 
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20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the 
law comes knowledge of sin. 

 

Cross References 
Luke 18 v 9 to 14: 9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous, and treated others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I 
thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax 
collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing far 
off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, 
a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For 
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

Matthew 5 v 19, 20: 19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and 
teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does 
them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your 
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Psalm 14 v 1 to 3: 

The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” 
    They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds; 
    there is none who does good. 

2 The LORD looks down from heaven on the children of man, 
    to see if there are any who understand,[a] 
    who seek after God. 

3 They have all turned aside; together they have become corrupt; 
    there is none who does good, 
    not even one. 

Psalm 5 v 9:  

For there is no truth in their mouth; 
    their inmost self is destruction; 
their throat is an open grave; 
    they flatter with their tongue. 

Psalm 140 v 3:  

They make their tongue sharp as a serpent's, 
    and under their lips is the venom of asps. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+14&version=ESV#fen-ESV-14083a
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Psalm 10 v 7:  

His mouth is filled with cursing and deceit and oppression; 
    under his tongue are mischief and iniquity. 

Psalm 36 v 1:  

Transgression speaks to the wicked 
    deep in his heart; 
there is no fear of God 
    before his eyes. 

Isaiah 59 v 7, 8: 

Their feet run to evil, 
    and they are swift to shed innocent blood; 
their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; 
    desolation and destruction are in their highways. 
8 The way of peace they do not know, 
    and there is no justice in their paths; 
they have made their roads crooked; 
    no one who treads on them knows peace. 

Job 9 v 2: 

“Truly I know that it is so: 
    But how can a man be in the right before God? 
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