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Ruth 1
Naomi widowed

1 1 In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the land, and a man of Bethlehem in
Judah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he and his wife and his two sons. 2 The name of
the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were
Mahlon and Chilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the
country of Moab and remained there. 3 But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was
left with her two sons. 4 These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the name
of the other Ruth. They lived there about ten years, 5 and both Mahlon and Chilion died, so that
the woman was left without her two sons and her husband.

Ruth's loyalty to Naomi

6 Then she arose with her daughters-in-law to return from the country of Moab, for she had heard
in the fields of Moab that the LORD had visited his people and given them food. 7 So she set out
from the place where she was with her two daughters-in-law, and they went on the way to return
to the land of Judah. 8 But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go, return each of you to her
mother’s house. May the LORD deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with
me. 9 The LORD grant that you may find rest, each of you in the house of her husband!” Then she
kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept. 10 And they said to her, “No, we will return
with you to your people.” 11 But Naomi said, “Turn back, my daughters; why will you go with
me? Have I yet sons in my womb that they may become your husbands? 12 Turn back, my
daughters; go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. If I should say I have hope, even if I
should have a husband this night and should bear sons, 13 would you therefore wait till they were
grown? Would you therefore refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, for it is exceedingly
bitter to me for your sake that the hand of the LORD has gone out against me.” 14 Then they lifted
up their voices and wept again. And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her.

15 And she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return after
your sister-in-law.” 16 But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following
you. For where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my
people, and your God my God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there will I be buried. May the
LORD do so to me and more also if anything but death parts me from you.” 18 And when Naomi
saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more.

Naomi and Ruth return to Bethlehem

19 So the two of them went on until they came to Bethlehem. And when they came to Bethlehem,
the whole town was stirred because of them. And the women said, “Is this Naomi?” 20 She said to
them, “Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me. 21 I
went away full, and the LORD has brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi, when the LORD
has testified against me and the Almighty has brought calamity upon me?”
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22 So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabite her daughter-in-law with her, who returned from the
country of Moab. And they came to Bethlehem at the beginning of barley harvest.

MOAB

BETHLEHEM
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Cross References
Judges 17 v 6: In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes…

Micah 5 v 2:

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose coming forth is from of old,
from ancient days.

Deuteronomy 11 v 13 to 17: 13 “And if you will indeed obey my commandments that I command you
today, to love the LORD your God, and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul, 14 he will
give the rain for your land in its season, the early rain and the later rain, that you may gather in your grain
and your wine and your oil. 15 And he will give grass in your fields for your livestock, and you shall eat
and be full. 16 Take care lest your heart be deceived, and you turn aside and serve other gods and worship
them; 17 then the anger of the LORD will be kindled against you, and he will shut up the heavens, so that
there will be no rain, and the land will yield no fruit, and you will perish quickly off the good land that the
LORD is giving you.

Genesis 12 v 10: Now there was a famine in the land. So Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn there, for
the famine was severe in the land.

2 Samuel 21 v 1: Now there was a famine in the days of David for three years, year after year. And David
sought the face of the LORD.

1 Kings 17 v 1: Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the LORD, the God of
Israel, lives, before whom I stand, there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word.”

Judges 6 v 1 to 6: The people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, and the LORD gave
them into the hand of Midian seven years. 2 And the hand of Midian overpowered Israel, and because of
Midian the people of Israel made for themselves the dens that are in the mountains and the caves and the
strongholds. 3 For whenever the Israelites planted crops, the Midianites and the Amalekites and the people
of the East would come up against them. 4 They would encamp against them and devour the produce of the
land, as far as Gaza, and leave no sustenance in Israel and no sheep or ox or donkey. 5 For they would
come up with their livestock and their tents; they would come like locusts in number—both they and their
camels could not be counted—so that they laid waste the land as they came in. 6 And Israel was brought
very low because of Midian. And the people of Israel cried out for help to the LORD.

Genesis 19 v 36, 37: 36 Thus both the daughters of Lot became pregnant by their father. 37 The firstborn
bore a son and called his name Moab. He is the father of the Moabites to this day.

Numbers 22 v 4 to 6: So Balak the son of Zippor, who was king of Moab at that time, 5 sent messengers
to Balaam the son of Beor at Pethor, which is near the River in the land of the people of Amaw, to call
him, saying, “Behold, a people has come out of Egypt. They cover the face of the earth, and they are
dwelling opposite me. 6 Come now, curse this people for me, since they are too mighty for me. Perhaps I
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shall be able to defeat them and drive them from the land, for I know that he whom you bless is blessed,
and he whom you curse is cursed.”

1 Samuel 22 v 3, 4: 3 And David went from there to Mizpeh of Moab. And he said to the king of Moab,
“Please let my father and my mother stay with you, till I know what God will do for me.” 4 And he left
them with the king of Moab, and they stayed with him all the time that David was in the stronghold.

Ruth 4 v 10: Also Ruth the Moabite, the widow of Mahlon…

Deuteronomy 23 v 3 to 6: 3 “No Ammonite or Moabite may enter the assembly of the LORD. Even to the
tenth generation, none of them may enter the assembly of the LORD forever, 4 because they did not meet
you with bread and with water on the way, when you came out of Egypt, and because they hired against
you Balaam the son of Beor from Pethor of Mesopotamia, to curse you. 5 But the LORD your God would
not listen to Balaam; instead the LORD your God turned the curse into a blessing for you, because the
LORD your God loved you. 6 You shall not seek their peace or their prosperity all your days forever.

Luke 9 v 23: 23 And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his
cross daily and follow me.

Luke 9 v 57 to 62: 57 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you
wherever you go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son
of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59 To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first
go and bury my father.” 60 And Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you,
go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say
farewell to those at my home.” 62 Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back
is fit for the kingdom of God.”

Numbers 21 v 29:

Woe to you, O Moab!
You are undone, O people of Chemosh!
He has made his sons fugitives,
and his daughters captives,
to an Amorite king, Sihon.


