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PMH – Reminiscences 
1886 to 1902 
In response to requests from various family sources, I will try and 
write some reminiscences of my life for the possible interest of future 
generations. I have not got the pen of a particularly “ready writer”, but 
will do my best. 
It began – my life – on February 24th 1886, at Ethane Cottage, Darling 
Point, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia, my father having been 
appointed to superintend the fortifications of Sydney Harbour. He was 
Cooper Penrose (then a Captain and Brevet (?) Major, Royal 
Engineers), the third son of the Revd John Penrose and his wife 
Harriet Susan (Hardy) of Woodhill, Co Cork, Ireland. Mother was 
Sylvia Alice Greene, second daughter of Thomas and Sylvia Greene 
(nee Coghill) of 49 St Stephen’s Green and Avonmore, Killiney, Co 
Dublin. 
Of my first three years in Australia I remember nothing, nor of the 
voyage home, I regret to say. My mother brought me, and my sister 
Sylvia, home in 1889 to await the birth of her third daughter – Monica, 
which took place at 49 St Stephen’s Green on February 15th that year. 
Of that period I also remember nothing – except being brought down 
to the drawing room to say goodnight to my grandfather (“Grappy 
Greene). 
I was a very solemn child, so I have been told, with a deep, sepulchral 
voice, and had a habit there of informing all and sundry that “I’m going 
to Londin”. Grappy, who evidently through this a gem of wit, asked me 
one evening, before some visitors, “Well, Phyllis, are you going to 
Londin?” I was just going to bed, and replied in a really snubbing 
manner, “No, I’m going to bed” – horrid child! 
Later that year my father was sent to the War Office, and we all 
migrated from Dublin to Blackheath where, somehow or other, a 
house had been procured – 16 Craigerue Road. Here we lived from 
1889 for the next 6 years, my father going up to the War Office by 
train every morning. I remember us all seeing him off, in frock coat 
and black top hat – no uniform, and being much impressed by the 
way he produced the shine on the hat by rubbing it round and round 
on his coat sleeve. 
Here appeared, for me, my first signs of a ruling passion in my life, my 
love of animals, chiefly dogs, which is with me to this day. Our first 
dog was a stone-deaf white bulldog called Pompey. I quickly adopted 
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him, and he was our inseparable companion till one unforgettable 
Sunday morning. We were out for a walk with our nurse, and Pompey, 
when we met his worst enemy, a collie, which lived nearby. In an 
instant they were at each other’s throats, and we children in tears. 
Passersby urged our nurse to take us home, as the collie hadn’t a 
chance (bulldogs never let go of a victim till it dies). The sequel to that 
episode was that Pompey had to go – and I underwent the first 
heartbreak of my life! I remember looking from our nursery window, 
and seeing him driven away in a four-wheeler cab (called a “growler” 
for some reason), after which I retired under the table, quite 
inconsolable. We had no more dogs there. 
At this period of our lives, we had a nurse and under-nurse, and I 
suppose there were other maids as well, cooks and housemaids and 
parlour-maids – as I remember, we had frequent changes of these! 
We were promoted to governesses when, I suppose, I was about six 
and Sylvia five, and very quickly learnt to read even before this. We 
had very little to read though, and I well remember how we were 
reduced, at times, to reading the newspaper linings to the shelves and 
drawers! Later we became acquainted with ‘Little Folks’ and 
‘Chatterbox’ and other children’s classics – notably of course ‘Alice in 
Wonderland’ and ‘In the Looking Glass’ which my mother read to us 
over and over again. 
About this time my mother became a very efficient golfer, a game just 
coming into vogue for women. We children did not really see very 
much of her after this, as she became Captain of the Blackheath 
Ladies Golf Club. One morning when I was about seven, I suppose, 
she decided to try and teach me the swing of an iron club, so we 
walked to the links and she began to address the ball, having 
stationed me ‘in a safe spot’ in front of her. I, however, decided to 
myself that I should see better from her other side, and unseen by her 
I ran round behind her, to be met by the upswing of her iron on my left 
eye! I well remember the consternation that followed – little fool that I 
was! Blood streaming from my face, miles from [?], Mother in a flat 
spin of course. Somehow we got to the road, and a welcome bus 
picked us up. Mother had no money and didn’t know of a doctor. 
However a good Samaritan on the bus produced half a crown (we 
never saw him again so he never got repaid), and knew of a doctor in 
Montpelier Road. We were admitted but the doctor was out. So we sat 
down to wait. As if in answer to prayer the doctor returned practically 
at once for something he had forgotten, and quickly put in 5 or 6 
stitches in the cut – remarking that ¼ of an inch one way would have 
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blinded me, and ¼ of an inch the other way killed me! Very gratifying 
for Mother! I decided after that that I didn’t much care for golf! 
Two outstanding events remain in my memory from this period. One 
was being taken by my father – I suppose Mother couldn’t go – to the 
almost first performance of ‘HMS Pinafore’ at the New Concert Hall in 
Blackheath, and how absolutely enthralled I was, and returning home 
singing ‘Buttercup’ till everyone could have screamed! The other 
outstanding event was being taken by both parents to the Queen’s 
Hall in London to hear a violin recital by Tivardar Nachez. I can’t have 
been more than eight, if that, and the train journey by night and return 
ditto, and the long performance, stuck in my mind and I have never 
forgotten it. 
About this time I started to learn the violin, an enterprise which was to 
result, several years later, in my bad spinal curvature. Mother was a 
brilliant pianist and my father very musical too. We were brought up 
on Chopin, Beethoven, Liszt, Schubert, Handel, and all the Classical 
Maters, which was extremely lucky for us. There were frequent 
musical parties, to some of which Harry Plunket Greene, a cousin, 
used to come and sing. On these occasions the refreshments were 
brought down by van from London, and we children were given any of 
the broken pieces, very much appreciated. 
About 1895 we left Blackheath and spent the summer in Ireland at 
Killiney Avonmore, and I think digs at Shauganach Terrace. Then 
back to England, and a house at Surbiton, Surrey, ‘Corrin’, Hook 
Road. We had a new governess, a Miss Forrest, who was with us for 
years. Here we all learnt the new art of ‘cycling’, which was just 
coming into fashion. We only had one bicycle between us, a green 
bone-shaker called ‘Marguerite’. On this we all learnt very quickly. 
Everyone had bicycles and used to bring them when they came to 
stay. We all had an eye to the main chance – and quickly formed a 
firm which we called “The Erornep [?] Bicycle Cleaning Company”, 
and made quite a good thing out of cleaning the visitors’ bicycles! 
Here we were given our second dog, to my great delight, an Irish 
terrier called Paddy. He was of course a fighter, they nearly all are, 
and after only a very short stay he had to be given away – more 
heartbreak! 
One Sunday a very rare occurrence took place in Church. We three 
had gone to Church with Miss Forrest, and when the Parson, a Mr 
Clode, began to read out the Banns of Marriage, a woman got up at 
the back of the Church, and called out in a stentorian voice, “I forbid 
the Banns!” The poor little parson was so taken aback, that for a time 
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he was quite silent, and then murmured, “Come and see me in the 
vestry after the service.” Miss Forrest adjured us all never to forget 
that we had heard the Banns forbidden, as it was such an almost 
unheard-of event, and we never have! 
The Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria happened in 1897 while we 
were at Corrin, and made a great excitement of course. We did not go 
to London for it, but I think my people did, as my Father had an office 
overlooking the route of the Procession. But next day we were all 
taken to Windsor, where some friends of the family had rooms in the 
Castle. They were Sir Fleetwood and Lady Edwards, and he was 
Keeper of the Privy Purse to the Queen. We all three had new 
addresses, and felt very grand, and on this occasion I committed my 
historic solecism! We were having lunch in this castle dining room, 
waited on by a couple of, or at any rate one, footman, who stood 
almost at attention during the meal. We had had among other things 
some lovely green peas. These were handed a second time to the 
grown-ups, but we children were omitted. Thinking this was 
accidental, and wishing for some more green peas, but not liking to 
bother the austere looking footman, I got down from my chair with my 
plate, stalked over to the sideboard and helped myself! My mother’s 
scandalized face and murmur of “Phyllis!” can be better imagined than 
described! Lady Edwards, as if it was the most usual thing, smoothed 
it over by saying “Quite right, Phyllis, very sensible to help yourself”, 
but you may imagine I got properly told off when we got home! After 
lunch we were taken to see all the Jubilee Presents, which were still 
on view, waiting to be packed away, or re-arranged. Rooms full of 
wonderful gifts from all over the Empire, and also the famous gold 
plate – a most overpowering experience for three children. We were 
taken into the throne room, and all three sat on the throne in turns, 
and tried to imagine ourselves as Queen. 
I think it was next year, 1898, that we went to live at Chester, No 2 
King’s Buildings, as my Father had some post there, preparatory to 
being sent to China – to fortify Wei-Hai-Wei. We had a holiday in 
Ireland first, at Avonmore, with Miss Forrest. The Chester house was 
a lovely old one, and looking back on it now, we are all quite sure it 
was haunted. Miss Forrest said she saw things, and it transpired that 
– though none of us owned to it at the time – we all hated going 
through one of the bedrooms, which one had to do, to get to the 
bathroom – it was this room which was supposed to be haunted. 
We were only there about 6 months before my father went to China, 
and I was still having violin lessons from masters. While we were in 
Dublin, during the months before Mother went to join my father in 
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China it was discovered that I had a pronounced lateral spinal 
curvature! This was a first class family shock, and a family doctor 
called Philip Snugly was called in. It was put down to my violin playing 
– hours of practicing, a lot of thick hair down my back, and growing 
very quickly. 
From now on my adolescence and youth were largely spoiled and 
warped. They did what I suppose they thought was best for me, but 
couldn’t have been worse or more mistaken – put me into a sort of 
porous plaster jacket from my shoulders to my hips, thus reducing my 
muscles to a sort of flabby jelly! This was strapped across my chest 
by webbing straps, and was hot and uncomfortable to a degree. I had 
to give up the violin at once, but did not really mind – no more 
practicing in cold rooms before breakfast, with blue cold fingers! 
We spent the winter of 1898-9 in Dublin (28, I think, Adelaide Road) 
while my mother was preparing to join my father in China, an almost 
unheard of adventure in those days. I remember we were dreadfully 
bored there, with our governess, Miss Forrest. 
Bright spots were the dancing class at Mr Leggett-Byrnes next door, 
and a roller skating rink somewhere. For the first time in my life, here I 
had a bedroom to myself. How I appreciated it! From it I could see 
into the windows of the dancing school, and spent a long time 
watching! 
It was the only accomplishment I was ever any good at, and in after 
years, though I says it, I was really a very beautiful dancer according 
to my partners – my father, a very good dancer himself, said ti was 
like dancing with a feather. 
Mother went off to China (Wei-Hai-Wei) in the early spring of 1899 – 
and we girls and Miss Forrest were dispatched on a round of visits to 
relations in Co Cork. The Thorneycrofts, Aunt Fan and her two 
wonderfully handsome sons, Ralph and Gerald, a few years older 
than we were. They lived at Glenmore, near Cork. Then on to 
Middleton, the Grange, to Uncle Jim and Aunt Lou Penrose-
Fitzgerald. 
After this my memory is very vague, but we went back to Chester, to 
lodgings where we were very uncomfortable, and eventually left them, 
as somehow or other Miss Forrest found a semi-detached furnished 
house at Hoole, or Hoole Park, and we moved in there with two 
maids! 
Here we spent the next two years, my back not getting any better. I 
spent hours lying on a back-board, and the doctor who had been put 
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in charge of us, Dr Archer, took me several times to a specialist in 
Liverpool – which jaunts I quite enjoyed! 
They did away with my odious hot thick jacket which I had had to 
wear next to my skin, but gave me an even more uncomfortable affair 
of steel and webbing straps to support my left shoulder. Nothing could 
have been worse for it! 
While here we were visited and asked out by some very nice friends 
of the family I suppose – a Mr Howson and his sister, Miss Howson. 
The Archers were friends of ours too from the King’s Buildings days – 
and a first cousin of Mother’s Geoffrey Greene, who worked in the 
Railway offices at Crewe, used to come and see us. He was 6 ft 6 
inches tall and always called ‘Goffer’ for some reason – a brother of 
Harry Plunket Greene the singer, and of Conyngham Greene, 
Diplomatic Corps. 
Anyway, Geoffrey did his best to look after us – had us all and Miss 
Forrest to a Pantomime (our first) in Liverpool, and on an occasion 
when Queen Victoria was travelling back to London from Scotland, 
and stopping at Chester he got us all good seats to watch the arrival 
and departure. 
During this time the Boxer Riots in China were at their height, and my 
father, on a survey in the interior, was set on by a horde of them, 
knocked down and stabbed again and again with a bayonet. He had a 
guard of the Chinese Regiment, but they were all taken by surprise, 
and when the attack came the Guard behaved splendidly, mowing 
down their own countrymen without a qualm, and my father and his 
party were taken back to Wei-Hai-Wei. He was badly wounded and 
had a long convalescence, but recovered, and he and Mother went on 
a month’s leave to Japan. 
While at Hoole park the Dreyfus case was on, and we three and Miss 
Forrest were some of his keenest partisans, and read every word of 
the trial. When he was found guilty we were all really upset, and we 
girls made a small French flag, and with great ceremony dug a grave 
and buried it upside down! 
Mother returned from China at the end of 1900, I think, just after the 
old Queen’s death [Queen Victoria died on 22 January 1901]. We 
heard that she was returning one afternoon when we were all resting 
on our beds, and I was so excited I remember banging my feet on the 
window-pane, with the result that one foot went right through the glass 
and had a long, deep jagged cut, streaming with blood. Poor Miss 
Forrest, no telephone in those days and Dr Archer quite a long way 
away! I think one of the maids had a bicycle and was sent off hell for 
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leather, as nothing would stop the bleeding, through a thick black 
stocking too. I kept my foot high up on the bed rail, and eventually he 
came, shook his head, probed here and there, and then put in several 
stitches – cat gut – without even a local anesthetic. Never shall I 
forget it; I was not at all brave, and cried like anything! This kept me 
off my feet for weeks and I had to go to Christmas dinner with the 
Howsons (kind of them to bother with us) with my foot all bandaged 
up. 
Mother’s return was of course a red letter day and event. Poor thing, 
she arrived with bronchitis, though we didn’t know it, and could hardly 
eat any of the gala meal Miss Forrest had prepared for her. This was 
the historic occasion when, Mother having said something to Miss 
Forrest in French, Monica said to her reproachfully, “We’re not very 
well up in the Chinese language, Mother!” She was about eleven, I 
suppose. 
Our next move, though I don’t remember much about it, was to 
London, 26 Norland Square. We all thought it was marvelous to live in 
such an exciting place. The square itself had several tennis courts laid 
out, and we made the acquaintance of several other residents and 
played a lot. A family of girls called Vidal, a Mr Spencer and a Mr 
Croushay, very nice young man and somewhat attracted to Sylvia we 
used to think. Also friends of ours at this time were relations of Miss 
Forrest, called Richards living near – three girls of our own ages, 
Kitty, Dorothy and Myfanwy. 
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53, BI Lines, Meerut, 1927 
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53, BI Lines, Meerut, UP India, 1928 
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Leave from Meerut etc., April to June 1928 
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Kulu Valley, Leave from Meerut, April to June 1928 
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Kulu Leave, Mandi, Journey back to Plains via Amritzar, 
Delhi, Meerut, June 1928 
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Journey down from Kulu to Meerut via Sialkot, Delhi etc., 
1928 
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Christmas, 1928 
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Afterthoughts (written in 1968) 
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