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Back to Cambridge...

Term 7 (October to December 1976)
My diary written a few years later records (edited):

A rush from the start, with Freshers’ work and generally getting the CU [Christian Union]
under way. A test of faith and having to overcome shyness and inhibition. Revival of old
friendships, especially Robert (with experience of New Zealand and Australia, photographs of
Mt Cook and Mt Tasman), Andrew from Durham and Zaire. Complexity of personal
involvement and sharing the problems of others...

Exploratory Bible Group. Transfer from a personal burden and ministry to a shared one.
Hard going spiritually and intellectually with Nigel, Pete, Joe etc. Friendship, restoration and
healing during the time of emotional turbulence. Weekend at Oxford with Dave, Charles and
Liz. Conversation with Stuart and Sue — about their courtship and marriage. Compilation of
verses from Psalm 37: “Rest in the Lord; wait patiently for Him, and He will give you your
heart’s desires.” Returned home at the end of term exhilarated, but exhausted — mentally,
physically, spiritually and emotionally.

Christmas Vacation 1976
My diary written a few years later records (edited):

Stay with Zena. Pakistani reunion — time of refreshment and recovery. Read ‘When the Spirit
comes’ by Colin Urquart: ‘Coffee-pot Christians’ — we need to take the lid off and be cleansed
and filled with Jesus. Heather’s stay, time of sharing, and bearing each other’s burdens —
learning from each other.

CICCU Conference — a ‘high-key’ conference, in contrast to last year. Wonderful ministry of
David Bentley-Taylor, and Martin and Elizabeth Goldsmith (on relationships). Communion
and prayer together — in an act of commitment | lifted the whole of the next term over to the
Lord, letting it go for His purpose and pleasure, abandoning it to Him.



Cambridge Winter 1976/77
Some photographs | took in Cambridge during the winter of 1976/77 ...

Clare College Old Court

King’s College Chapel

Midsummer Common Avenue




1977

Term 8 (January to March 1977)
My diary written a few years later records (edited):

Last term had been a good term. This was to be a truly great term. One of the longest, and
probably the fullest, it was in this term that the high-water mark of Cambridge was reached.
London weekend: Tchaikovsky ‘The Nutcracker’ Ballet (Nureyev performing), with Brian and
flat-mates. Introduction to London circle of friends.

| relinquished my post as leader of first-year exploratory Bible study group, handing over to
Mark, who was keen to have the experience. | felt that perhaps | was not the best person for
this type of ‘pre-evangelistic’ work in this particular situation. So the Lord lifted the burden
from me — having got the group going — leaving me free for running the CU approaching the
Mission. | felt a special closeness to the second-year lot (Elaine, Jon, Mark, Rosie, Mike,
lan), which meant that the Lord was able to use me to keep the CU united as far as possible —
as a link between two different groups within the CU. The first- and second-year exploratory
Bible groups were up and running, but there was a general sense of ‘holding back’, with some
reacting against the whole idea of a Mission.

Job interviews. | prayed — as | read the Book of Revelation — that the Lord would open the
right door (Revelation 3 v 7, 8), and so ‘make my paths straight’ — that in the interviews |
would be articulate and honest. | had a remarkable interview with Sir M MacDonald &
Partners (MMP) at one hour’s notice — | felt the Lord gave me an unrehearsed boldness and
fluency.

Mission Week. The Lord graciously wove three or four major events into this one memorable
week, the greatest week in my time at Cambridge. Stuart and Sue wrote about this — the Lord
teaching me to be utterly dependent on Him, so that, as never before, | might be blessed and
be a blessing to others. Evangelism: our efforts were rewarded by seeing a number of people
in Clare prepared to listen to the gospel as it was proclaimed, and to consider seriously the
claims of Christ (e.g. two exploratory groups on ‘The New Birth — New Leaf or New Life?’). A
number of professions in the University at large — though none in Clare — especially among
overseas students. Wonderfully clear presentations by the Rev John Stott, music by Adrian
Snell.

Evening (during Mission Week) with Joan [not her real name], and Nick and Ewa — returned
from Morocco, whither Joan is going this summer. The amazing moment when, not having
seen them for a year, Nick and Ewa walked into my third-year rooms in Old Court, and Joan
had already arrived — the Lord had it all worked out! A beautiful evening, with dinner in a
Greek restaurant, and John Stott lecturing on the Christian attitude to relationships, ambition
and possessions. The title of the talk was ‘What’s the catch?’ and his simple answer was,
“There ain’t none! But if the question is ‘What’s the cost?’...” During the course of the
evening it emerged that during their year in Europe Nick and Ewa had come to some kind of a
faith in Jesus — the stirrings of spiritual life were unmistakable, and later | was able to share
this observation with Joan, who had also sensed this, and joined with me in praying for them.
Praise the Lord for answering many prayers over the past 4 years!



Mission Week, February 1977
CICCU Flyer “Who’s Jesus?”
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Mission Week, February 1977
STOP PRESS Interview with John Stott:
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Mission Week, February 1977
Some photographs taken during Nick and Ewa’s visit, during Mission Week...

Nick and Ewa In front of Clare Bridge

il

Breakfast in my third-year rooms, Old Court Cambridge University Engineering Laboratories
(CUEL)



My diary written a few years later records (edited):

MMP offer — the Lord showed me (by moonlight on the St John’s playing field) that | was to
have a future ministry among peoples overseas, via Civil Engineering, and that | was to
accept the offer. Last evening of the Mission: “Come unto me... Take my yoke upon you and
learn from me...” (Matthew 11 v 28 to 30); “Behold, | have set before you an open door, which
no man is able to close...” (Revelation 3 v 8) — a door of opportunity for the gospel. For me it
was entry, via Civil Engineering at Cambridge, to ministry and service to the nations of the
world. That evening, during the final Mission appeal, | walked through that open door, taking
the ‘yoke’ that Jesus wanted to share with me.

Talk with Elaine about love, and the need to be open and honest. She gave me the greatest
compliment, as encouragement — that ‘she’ was a lucky girl. Crazy weekend with Oxbridge
Highland Ball; Catriona’s wedding in London (on the Thames), Liz’ party and staying with
Heather. Tremendous to be able to really live life to the full, rejoicing in the Lord” “I came that
they might have life in all its fullness...” (John 10 v 10). Hard work on projects, then the
Grand Finale: weekend in London seeing Don Giovanni at Covent Garden, and the St
Matthew Passion at the Royal Festival Hall (with Heather singing). A superb way to round off
the greatest term.

Lent Term Account, 1977

CLARE COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE CB2 ITL
April 1977
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Easter Vacation 1977
My diary written a few years later records (edited and with later recollections):

Ireland — beautiful drive down from Legbourne to Swansea, via Whitebrooke, Monmouth
(where Ken and Diana lived) — across England and Wales, able to converse with Dad at
length without it being a loaded conversation. | remember the ferry crossing, arriving in Cork,
driving down to Bandon and Skibbereen and Castletownshend, County Cork, Eire.

Family together with Taylors (Mum, Dad, Virginia, Diana and Ken, and the dogs Rastall and
Rufus). Walking, sailing, dealing with the obstreperous dogs. Reading: The Night-runners of
Bengal, and Elizabeth Goldsmith’s testimony ‘God can be Trusted’ (about her marriage and
difficulties of missionary life in Indonesia). Dan Hearn (a much-loved and respected teacher
at Haileybury, who was wheelchair bound due to a Rugby accident, and who was a keen
Christian) — the coincidence of meeting him in Ireland — viewing Haileybury from a mature
vantage-point. Insights into Eire.

A sense of beauty and peace: sunlit gorse against sky-blue water in the evening stiliness.
Lush green grass flowing down to the water’s edge. | was able to stand back, think and pray
— trusting the Lord to help me steer a straight course through the stormy waters and hidden
rocks. Looking — not to self, not to the wind and waves, but to JESUS...

Weekend with Stuart and Sue in Hull. We discussed MMP projects and work. Mutual
encouragement — Islamic nations, relationships. The silent but powerful testimony of seeing
Stuart and Sue together, happily married — that the Lord had worked things out for them, and
was no less able to help me.



Irish Interlude, April 1977
Some photographs | took during the April 1977 holiday at Castletownshend...

3
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The ferry that took us from Swansea to Cork



Irish Interlude, April 1977 (continued)
Some photographs | took during the April 1977 holiday at Castletownshend...

Coastal scenery near Parknasilla

View from house at Castletownshend

Dad with Rastall and Rufus Ken Taylor, Virginia, Rastall
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Term 9 (April to June 1977)
My diary written a few years later records (edited):

| started my last term at Cambridge immersed in a project write-up, unable to see anyone. It
was if | was ‘up in a spaceship’ — with music playing, and only the top of King’s College
Chapel visible from my desk, remote from reality. CMS lunch — | saw Joan, and arranged for
her to come round to my rooms on the Friday...

Friday 22 April — after a lecture on Aberfan, | prayed on Midsummer Common, asking for a

day of victory and deliverance — from doubts and burdens. It was a good time of sharing with
Joan: “If we walk in the light as God is in the light we have fellowship with one another...” and
tentatively | said how | felt. It was a difficult conversation, but the presence of the Spirit gave
me a quiet sense of peace. We agreed that everything should be light-hearted, and that we
should remain friends. | was amazed that when it came to the difficult moments, my courage
did not fail me, for the Lord had promised, “I will never fail you nor forsake you.” Now | knew |

could trust JESUS in this realm also.

That evening a group of us (including Dave) watched the film ‘The Hiding Place’ about the

amazing ministry of Corrie ten Boom, helping Jews escape Nazi-occupied Holland during the

Second World War — see flyer below...

Mow and then a life is lived in such a way
that it becomes an example for others. Persons
are born, live, and sometimes die to give
life to others, They give a rare and beautiful gift
and people wonder why and look for reasons.
With a great curiosity, they search for that
something special that lifts these lives out of
the ardinary.

Living was that way for Betsie, Corrie,
and Papa ten Boom. They lived their lives for
others. .. full of personal sacrifice and suffering
brought about by their unselfish efforts to
combat the injustices of their time.

Only Corrie now remains to share her story
with all of us who will listen. And to share her
realization, in the midst of her darkest hour,
that hope is always waiting in the dawning of a
new day's morning.

THE HIDIMG PLACE invites us to re-live
the de-humanizing agonies of a world at war...
to understand, to some degree, the personal
confusion and conflicts of both victors and
vanquished. . to witness the confrontation of
military mightand gentle ministry . . . to count the

costs of caring for others...and to consider
the passibilities in following this exciting and
fulfilling life-style.

After viewing THE HIDIMG PLACE, you,
like many others, may have questions that
have not been fully answered, You may have
seen and heard answers shared that lead you
to ask new and different questions.

If 50, we would like to offer you an opportunity
to exﬁress yourself to others who have had
your kinds of questions and comments and are
struggling to find your kinds of answers.

Mo question is beyond one’s right to ask.
WE:ljl do our best to respond. .. to send you
additional information ... to offer you, in
some way, a little of the understanding we
have gained in our own experience,
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The next few weeks saw an almost complete withdrawal from the Christian Union, as | was
involved in much revision work for Finals; however | renewed my involvement with the CMS
group, and participated in the Islamic Nations Prayer Group Day Conference, with Stuart and
Sue, and Drs Farnham and Janet. | made arrangements to share a house next year with
Peter [this was Stuart and Sue’s house, while they relocated to Hull], and on May 11" took
part in a meditation ‘Pray for Pakistan’ with the CMS group.

Again, | had a lay aside every distraction for the duration of the exams — Finals. | imposed a
‘moratorium’ on all social activities. It was a terrific strain; | was very much caught up in
Cambridge exam-fever, and resented the breakdown in relationships and normal civilized life:
| called it ‘the Spaceship Term’ [and | even placed a notice on my door which read “Up in
Spaceship; back in 2 light years, or press recall button and await landing” — the ‘button’ was
the top of a tube of toothpaste!] | felt a sense of liberation and exhaustion upon completion of
the exams; but then came the sophistication of endless, often shallow celebrations associated
with May Week.

Timetable, May 1977...
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Cambridge University Engineering Laboratory (CUEL) Lecture Timetable for Easter Term 1977
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Typical Revision Factsheets, May 1977...
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L) Posert

Jubilee Day, June 7™ — the Queen’s Silver Jubilee, marking 25 years of her reign. Tennis, to
the accompaniment of O-level French, at Girton College; the Rawlinsons for sherry; Diana
and Sue, slides of Pakistan; PARTY, given by Dave and me — with invitations as shown
below:

David Cameron and Adrian Hall
. The invitation...
invite you to join

the East India Company Note that the ‘Letraset’
' typeface was ‘Baskerville
at 8:30pm Tuesday 7th June,1777, Oldface’, which is ‘period’...

Interviews will be held in the Wolfson Party Room,

Trinity College .

You are required to bring a bottle R.S.V.P.

and to dress suitably . A.S5.A.P.
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My diary written a few years later records (edited):

There were many ‘miracles’ that evening: the Ravi Shankar music; obtaining the (elusive)
corkscrew (that no one had thought of) and a punch bowl; some amazing dresses — saris,
national, colonial [| wore my Pakistani shalwar kameez]. Everyone who really mattered (to
me) was there, but very few | was actually saying goodbye to. lan was so funny with his toast
to ‘Salve Regina’, which in the vernacular means “What ho, Queen!” Alistair led the dancing:
the Gay Gordons (but | forgot the movements), Dashing White Sergeant; this was the high
point — | watched as everyone enjoyed themselves; then the last, energetic dance, ‘Roll Over
Beethoven’ was with Joan. So much could have gone wrong, but the Lord, in His kindness,
over-ruled and laid His hand in blessing and favour upon us! | gave thanks to the Lord with
Dave afterwards.

May Week — an endless succession of parties, concerts, Scottish dancing, Boat Club, punting
etc. Highlights: Emma’s birthday breakfast punt in the rain, with Diana, Barbara and other
friends; Emma’s and Alison’s iced coffee at New Hall; Icthyan singers and madrigals on the
Cam; Adrian T’s party, dancing with Sarah. The May Ball — magical setting, with Rosie, Jill
and Mike. Punting at dawn during a thunderstorm.

Invitations, June 1977

/{drwwv .

Erme Ramsden and Alison Arbuthoot

invite yvou to tea
at the Grove (between Fitzwilliem and New Hall) il L W Y
at L p.m. Thursday June 9+th

LALIIA
1 £ 2T AL
{ 3
f/ S !
Please bring a bottle of cold milk "
Please do not come if it is raining R.5.V.P, A &4
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Punting in May Week, June 1977
Some photographs | took during May Week, June 1977

i o P AR

Diana (punting), myself and others

L AN

Emma, Barbara (bow) and others Fred, Brian, Dave (punting), Paul, Andrew and Nick
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May Ball Dinner Menu, 13 June 1977...
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My diary written a few years later records (edited):

Goodbye to dear friends, including Joan. The Lord showed me | had to ‘lay aside
every weight’, anxiety and speculation, and | was amazed how much | had learned
through this turbulent year.

Final weekend — Diana, chats about Greece; London crowd — Brian, Sharon and
friends up in Cambridge for a hilarious punting weekend [the ‘lovely ladies from
London’]; a wealth of friendships. | reckoned that in the past three weeks, since
exams — with Ed’s wedding, our party, May Week festivities and ‘London’ punting
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weekend, | had enjoyed the company of the entire, very wide circle of my friends.

Praise God for friendship — one of the best of His gifts!

Graduation. | had obtained a 2.1 — perhaps a little disappointing as it was a high 2.1
(Upper Second Class), closely missing a cherished 15t. BUT it was not for academic
prowess that the Lord had put me in Cambridge, but rather in order to serve Him and

to learn from Him. Maturity is the ability to relate to people successfully — of both
sexes and all ages. Perhaps learning to relate to people in a mature, loving and

intelligent way is the greatest single lesson the Lord has had to teach me through my

time at Cambridge University...

Graduation Invitation, 23 June 1977

My D, Forbes CLAHE (OLLECE
CAMERTDER
Mayr 1977

Depe Al

A supplicat has been antered for you to proosed to your degres in
pergon on Friday, 24 June, Fleass let me know et ones 1f there is sy
change in Four plans,

Fer the ceremony an 24 June you will be requirsd to wear, if you
are baking a 3 4,

& plain derk suit pr dinper jacket

Undergraduste goen and 3.4, hood

"Dark" mesns black oy YVEIT GAFE blue or very derk grey;
g plain white shirt with & white drese tie and banda
should slso be worny &hirts with s notdceable pattern
are not permd thed.

Shoss must e black (ssméala and boota ave not “amittad:l
and sooks should be black ar very darvke blue or yery dark

Lo
Square cap - optional)

Graduands in other degrees should oonsult the Praclestor sbaut clothes,
Inless sendidates ave corvectly dressed 3t is not possible o pressnt
them for B Ee =

Tme-teble [provisional)

T} I : 7,15 pe, Sherry in the Sgholara' Garden

T.30 p.n. Greduatlion Mnner

Friday, 24 Jome 190,45 c.m, The eeter end Fellowe st Homs
£11.30 a.n, faseable in the 014 Ceourt foxr

dresa rehesreal
12.20 peme Leave for Semste House

Friends and relatives who wieh to wmatoh the ceremcny will not reguire tickets

to gain admiseicn,

Tewre aincerely,

I FoTttbes

|:'- i __T:} Hm:_l? Fraslestnr
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Graduation List, 23 June 1977

Shart, Marlin Pengr
Sioll, Fenathan Mark
Sness, Frantob Frederic
Sunmocks, William DY Uirhan
Tillew, Christophes Yates
Walker, r Hzigh
'-‘r'amﬂ', Medl Ancrew
Wileimian, Anddrew Ermest
williames, David Anthony
Williamms, Peler Stephen
Willisgale, Mark
Waeding, Martin Vingent
¥ oamnpgson, Robin Antony
Jamis

i alsence
Bachelor of Law
Tettenbarn, Ardleew Mariin
Bactelor of Arls
Ilag;m.ﬂr.. Christopher James

l‘.‘"nrl:p'hul Richard koha
Cormidan, Hryan James Pairick
Mlackhiem, Richard Hugh
Taw, Jobm Jeremy Crakgle

CLARE COLLEGE
in il
Bachlor of Law

Raster, Lawrenos Gerakd
Crawlay, Frong

" Bashelor af Ants

Adrangi, Ziba

Annet, Rosianund Evelym
Marguesiie

Armstrong, Dorothy

Hannan, Machalis John Charles

Barnes, Laugie Elimmbeib

Bartkt, Dehomh

Houquet, hMary Foss

Brayshaw, Kathering Mary

Besckley, Christopher Michalas

Barrman, Fidds Amanda

Euarnet, Meill Gunn

Tesher, Thomas George Stocy

Camairon, David &llen

Cameren, Paber Duncin

Clarke, Timethy Jmes

Claytan, Timoihy, is

| 'Fa.ﬁ:tf,ﬂrdham

Clouagh, Allson

Lolling, Brian James

Collins, Grahais Johis

Curmsing, Mormuan Dancan

Crirrie, Andrew Christopher

Dawidek, Gervase Milne Bain

Deodd, Fhilip Amihony

Drunstan, Pein

Dhuiastone, Stephen Timethy
Walferd

Edluaris, Samon John kay
Foster, David Margrave

Frenes, John Drlan
Frocmberg, Jancs Willisn
Gilcheid, Michoel Jaess
Flagert, Amandn Lisa
Cilover, Ma.n'Tm
C-‘-uldle. Fredurick Thowas
Dravid
Gaocdman, Clare
Goodwin, Christopher Folis
GEreen, James Leopapd
Hill, Adrian Michazl
Dickinson
Hamey, Tribsiline Jans
Hariri, Gita
Harland, Richard Mark
Hayward, Victora Chirg
Hietterley, Lezl
Higson, Mark Andrew
Hunt, f!m.ud Lindsay
lu:km H!Ial!l:’m.

%ﬁuﬂﬁhn ATING
an, Franozd

B:I.rl'., Peser Richard
Knooes, Bichalms Folyinm

Lnn.ilm Timodhy Jobm
Leesper, Bochard Alezniider

Lem Deborah Jane

Luhmjm:. Jlr.mﬁm Ann
Lamn, Josathan
Macrae-Ciihson, Gavin

Ilillir, Rarak Lok
Miilis, Jnnine Margery
M'.m.nm.l.l: ‘Elizabeth Adir

| l:ha._-lﬂ Farnes Arthor
Do

Deavid -~
CFpdeill, Timothy Mickae]
Frodarick

Parkin, Jonathan
Phillips, Richard Thosms
Fanider, Philip 1an
Finneck, Jorathan MMark
drian RBobelon

Beizinstcin, Anthesy Jontilkan

Tobdley, David John

Rohinsom, Willizm Simon
Mleilary]

Foussell-Bgiati, Tsabells
Mu

Sherrn?:d, David William
Skinner, Richard Hery
Smith, Sheils Chiisting
Salomeon, Bernard John
Sickes, Franos Jane
Strmet, Deivid Leanard
Sramn, t{"dimmt

Th n, Mei

Thoep, Adrian

Treasure, Wilfrid

Wae, thy Peter
Wakerly, Kmhnn Elizabsik
Woeale, Marlin Robert
Wiealwoosd, Jobn Richard
Whincup, Peter Hynes

Y oumg, Sharon Micola

Bashelor of Veterinury Medicine

Clarke, David Dhunn
Waarshohl, Helay Mary

i abresee
Bachelor of Aris

jommen,

Chijindoe, Pascall Chichi

Clark, -'?;mmﬂn e

Cunginghim, Jonaiban Lucas

Edwards, Andresr Willis Ciirling
Carey Anne

Ehrenberg,

]"'F:n'll. ﬁT:J‘I:illrll' .
g, inm lon

Caruchy, Clare YWvonna

H . RuFm 'E_hl?ﬂ'ﬂ-'e-

Stephensen, -ﬂ-lﬂm Harvey

wWarley, Mohamed Zahid
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Graduation Day, June 1977
Some photographs | took during and around Graduation Day, 23 June 1977...

Mum and me, Scholars’ Garden, Clare View over Scholars’ garden, Clare Bridge and the
copper beech tree

e

King’s College Chapel, view from my third-year rooms
in Clare Old Court
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